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espite many ongoing debates in the field of identity studies in 

Portugal and abroad, the idea to address the subject again has 

been budding for over two years among scholars in the 

Portuguese academia. Specifically, within the Faculty of Humanities and 

some of its most dynamic teaching and research units, GEsIPI: a Group for 

the Study of Identities and Identity Practices has been formed in order to 

stimulate the theoretical and the ideological diversity of the field. During 

the early stage, the group’s activities focused mainly on research and 

seminar work gathering pace towards internationalization, concluded in 

the present event. This international conference represents the first and 

hopefully the first of many academic activities organized and promoted by 

the group, gathering scholars from all over the world. The participants will 

look at the theme of identity through innumerable lenses of linguistics, 

literature, culture and sociology to name solely a few. It is by all means 

our aim to contribute to the field and to discuss identity as multiple and 

sensitive to a myriad of extrinsic and intrinsic influences of which the very 

heterogeneity of the congress is a testimony.  

The conference will address, both implicitly and explicitly, those 

discourses by which we understand and mediate identity. Some of the key 

themes will include language, narrative identity, gender, race and the 

politics of spaces and places; the cyber reality and familial relations; 

autobiographical writing and the media.  

In dialogue with all the national and international participants, the 

conference organizers would like to welcome the four keynote speakers: 

Adrian Holliday, Fernando Ramallo, Jackie Leach Scully and Lia Pappámikail 

who will tackle identity from different yet dialoguing perspectives. Among 

these, the critical attention will be given to ideology and intercultural 

communication, discourse analysis, sociolinguistics and language policy. 

Furthermore, the issues of interdisciplinary approaches to bioethics, 

disability and social construction of morality, feminism, psychoanalysis 

and families will be discussed. 

Along with the ongoing academic debates the event will host a cultural 

gathering devoted to the cinema and presented by Damián Perea, the 

D 



FOREWORD 

2 

director of the International Film Festival of Animation, Visual Effects and 

Videogames: Animayo. Until today, Animayo has visited various places 

around the world, among them Huesca, Zaragoza, Lanzarote and Los 

Angeles. Perea’s La Noche dos Rombos will tell the story of the 

cinematographic industry dedicated to the erotic and the humorous and 

seen from two different perspectives: the female and the male gaze. We 

believe that an objective understanding of visual arts and the construction 

of gender and sexual identities is a contribution to the end of the 

conference: a better representation of identity and its many practices. 

On behalf of the organising committee, our hosting institution and all our 

sponsors, it is our great pleasure to welcome you to the Identity: 

Representation & Practices – GEsIPI International Conference. We are very 

grateful to all the contributors and we feel privileged to have the benefit 

of their scholarship. Furthermore, we hope to provide forum to discuss 

issues that are deemed important for the study of identity, awaiting any 

possible forthcoming collaborations, networking and research. 

 

 

IRP2014 Organising Committee 
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Cultural travel and cultural prejudice 

I will explore the argument that we are able to carry our cultural identities 

with us and build on them as powerful resources to engage with new 

cultural environments. There are however problems to be faced, in the 

form of prejudice and power structures, some of which operate at a global 

level of inequality. In looking at this, I will consider competing discourses 

of culture, which can be characterised as 'essentialist culture and 

language', 'West as steward', 'West versus the rest', 'liberal multicultural' 

and 'critical cosmopolitan'. These discourses, in different ways, either 

contribute to or oppose a perceived and branded 'Western' failure to 

recognise the proficiency of perceived and branded 'non-Western' cultural 

realities. Deep prejudice remains hidden between the lines of apparent 

praise and recognition; and common statements about culture are too 

easily used as literal evidence for the essentialist theories of culture which 

feed these prejudices. At the same time there is evidence of unexpected 

movements of bottom-up globalisation, where marginalised communities 

claim the world with an alternative modernity. Throughout, I will locate 

these discourses, prejudices and movements within the everyday manner 

in which we all engage with culture. 

 

Adrian Holliday 
Professor of Applied Linguistics 

Canterbury Christ Church University, UK 
Website: adrianholliday.com 

 

http://adrianholliday.com/
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Minority language identity: from traditional speakers to new 

speakers 

The relationship between language and identity has been extensively 

debated. While some scholars deny the relation between the two, many 

believe that languages are intrinsically linked to identity. This talk will 

follow the latter perspective. Our use of language, as a socially and 

historically situated practice, positions and defines us as members of a 

community of practice. Insofar as we belong to, and identify with different 

social groups, we also have a range of forms of social identification. These 

identifications arise as a direct consequence of such processes of 

belonging. Each of these identifications influence our practices and are 

influenced by our ideologies and contribute to the formation of our world 

and self-image. 

The relationship between language and identity has been widely studied 

in minority language communities. The basis of this association has often 

been organized around the notion of the native speaker who is treated as 

the only legitimate speaker and at the same time the custodian of a 

privileged linguistic identity. Now, as a form of identification, the native 

speaker is more a cultural construction than a self-evident determination. 

Defining oneself as a native speaker represents an ideological position 

which is negotiated in the process of communicative interaction. It thus 

becomes more appropriate to talk about a continuum of speakers who 

display a set of complex linguistic practices and identities as opposed to a 

dichotomy that superficially divides users of a language. 

In this talk I seek to challenge this exclusive link between native speakers 

and identity through examination of the Galician context. Although 

Galician survived several centuries of language contact with Spanish, a 

combination of sociopolitical and socioeconomic factors in the latter half 

of the twentieth century accelerated the process of language shift. 

Language policy interventions since the 1980s have, however, attempted 

to curb this trend. Efforts have been made to maintain Galician in areas 

where speakers still exist and to revive it in areas where it was formerly 

prevalent. While the number of so-called traditional (native) speakers or 
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falantes tradicionais continues to decline, there has been a revival of 

Galician amongst certain younger, urban and traditionally Spanish-

speaking sectors of Galician society. These neofalantes, or new speakers 

of Galician, frequently find themselves negotiating their identity and their 

right for linguistic space amongst native speakers of Spanish and Galician.  

_________________ 

The research has benefitted from ongoing discussion on the theme of ‘new 

speakers’ as part of the COST EU Action IS1306 entitled “New Speakers in a 

Multilingual Europe: Opportunities and Challenges”. 

 

Fernando Ramallo 
Professor of Linguistics 

University of Vigo, Galicia, Spain 
Contact: framallo@uvigo.es 
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Putting names to remains: identity and identification in mass 

fatalities 

Since its introduction in the mid 1980s, DNA profiling has become the 

technique of choice for the identification of unknown human remains, and 

especially after mass death events of various kinds. As well as its 

undoubted technical power, there is a strong presumption that DNA 

identification of the dead is a good thing to do. Yet, as with the adoption 

of any new technology, the DNA profiling has social, economic, political, 

professional and other consequences. Moreover it touches on areas of 

profound social and cultural significance, including the relationship 

between identification and identity, between the body and identity, the 

meanings of the body and of kinship, and social practices of identification 

and of memorialisation. Together with colleagues at Newcastle and 

Northumbria universities I have been examining some of the ethical and 

social issues raised by the increasingly routine use of DNA-based 

identification in a variety of settings.  In this talk I will focus on the way in 

which the geneticisation of identity is challenged by alternative 

understandings of the relationship between the genome and the human 

subject, particularly in the context of mass fatality identification.  

 

Jackie Leach Scully 
Professor of Social Ethics and Bioethics 

Newcastle University, UK 
Contact: jackie.scully@newcastle.ac.uk 
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In the bedroom: family negotiations and the construction of 
the self in contemporary adolescence(s) 

We live, as Elias brilliantly argued in 1987, in a society of individuals. The 
promise that everyone could be an individual, with a unique identity, 
object of duties and rights, was indeed one of the pillars of XVIII century 
modernity. However, this urge to become «oneself», different from all the 
others, took a long time of slow and unequal social changes to be 
accessible to the vast majority of people. Nowadays, it is undeniable that 
this ideal is deeply rooted in western civilizations cultural landscape.  

In this context, although considering the individual the basic unity of 
society, Sociology has struggled, since its foundation, to construct robust 
theoretical tools to deal with the individual, and, consequently, with his 
autonomy. Often the sociological individual ended up to be portrayed as a 
mere physical support for social structures and institutions, limited to 
perform ascribed social roles and cultural identities. However, the last few 
decades offered the conditions so that the individual regained the 
forefront place of sociological analysis: transformations in life cycle 
patterns and institutions, weakening of institutional social roles, increasing 
importance of expressive values like authenticity and personal fulfillment, 
just to give a few examples, exposed the individual itself as struggling to 
maintain its unity and autonomy within an increasingly fragmented social 
life. This is one of the reasons Sociology has been each day more 
interested in understanding the social mechanisms behind the 
construction of the self in contexts marked by so many complexities and 
constraints, but where the individual has an active role (Dubet, 2005). 

This conference is about the construction the self in a particularly 
interesting stage of life, adolescence. Why? Because it is a fascinating and 
intense stage of life: where a growing individual opens up to a complex 
social world full of trials and proofs (Breviglieri, 2007) taking him from 
childhood to adulthood. Thus, it is simultaneously an infinitely individual, 
infinitely familiar and, above all, infinitely social stage of life (Marcelli, 
2008) making of it a particularly relevant subject of research. Drawing 
upon a total of 39 in-depth interviews to both teenagers (around 18 years) 
and their parents, from diverse social and regional backgrounds, we will 
try to explore the social logics behind family interactions and negotiations, 
towards an autonomous identity as individuals and towards new balances 
in family relations. Such an ambitious purpose will be tackled through the 
analysis of an apparently insignificant object: teenage bedrooms. 
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Unraveling the meanings behind objects, decorations, cleaning and 
tidiness norms and privacy regimes we will try to portrait a range of 
contemporary adolescences where different values constellations and 
unequal social positions still play an important role. 

Breviglieri, Marc (2007) Ouvrir le monde en personne. Une antropologie des 

adolescences. In Adolescences méditerranéennes, Editado por M. Breviglieri e V. 

Cicchelli. Paris: L'Harmattan. 

Dubet, François,(2005), Pour une conception dialogique de l'individu. L'individu 

comme machine à poser et à résoudre des problèmes sociologiques. 

EspacesTemps.net, retirado de http://www.espacestemps.net/document1438.html. 

Elias, Norbert (1993 [1987]), A Sociedade dos Indivíduos, Lisboa: Publicações D. 

Quixote. 

Marcelli, Daniel (2008). Quoi de Nouveau dans les relations parents/adolescents? In 

Cultures Adolescentes. Entre turbulance et construction de soi., Editado por D. L. 

Breton. Pais: Editions Autrement. 

 
Lia Pappámikail 

Superior School of Education of the Polytechnic Institute of Santarém 
Superior School of Education of the Polytechnic Institute of Lisbon 

Contact: lia.pappamikail@gmail.com

http://www.espacestemps.net/document1438.html
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Panel:  (In)Forming Communities of Practice: Identity and Ideology in 

Mediated Interaction (Theory, Practice, Pedagogy) 

 

Svetlana Kurtes  

s.kurtes@googlemail.com 

University of Portsmouth, ENIEDA 

Monika Kopytowska  

monika.kopytowska@gmail.com 

University of Lodz, ENIEDA 

Alcina Sousa  

ninita@uma.pt 

University of Madeira, ENIEDA 

 

The panel intends to showcase a representative selection of research and 
development work performed under the auspices of the European 
Network for Intercultural Education Activities (ENIEDA), a collaborative 
academic network exploring innovative initiatives that promote the values 
of plurilingualism, democratic citizenship and intercultural cooperation. 
Not restricting their activities  geographically and geo-politically, the 
Network is committed to setting up exploratory dialogue within, across 
and beyond regional, cultural and disciplinary boundaries and fostering 
best practice in academic networking. It brings together a variety of 
perspectives on how identities are constructed, negotiated and contested 
in social interactions and explores their pedagogical implications and 
applications, particularly in the context of linguistic and intercultural 
education. Additionally, it highlights the importance and practical 
implications of intercultural skills and awareness in a variety of 
communicative settings (e.g. public, professional, academic). 
Consequently, the aim of the panel is to discuss identity and ideology in 
scientific and technical texts in the media, so as to involve and/or exclude 
communities of readers in the virtual world, i.e., the way pragmalinguistic 
choices affect non-expert participation in CMC, as a tool which allows 
interactivity. Practical and pedagogical implications of this will also be 
discussed and examples of best practice suggested and contextualised. 
Three participants are invited to take part and explore the topic from the 

s.kurtes@googlemail.com
monika.kopytowska@gmail.com
ninita@uma.pt
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interdisciplinary point of view. Time allowing, members of the audience 
will also be invited to take an active part in the discussion. 

 

Mediating Science in Cyberspace 

Monika Kopytowska and Alcina Sousa  

Globalization has led to the emergence of the “global public sphere,” with 
common markets and institutions, as well as migration-induced trans-
cultures and transnationalism (Kurtes, Kopytowska, 2014). Consequently, 
identities have become fluid and amalgamated. Mediatization has 
transformed society through the technological development of 
communication media, which has brought new opportunities for 
reception, interpretation, and critique of communicative texts and 
expectations that state actors or politicians, and political institutions, must 
face. In this way norms of public discourse have changed too (Jaspers 
2010, 12). With public sphere stretched beyond the “geospatial”, or 
territorially bounded configuration, via the “sociospatial”, or online virtual 
space configuration (Youngs, 2009) came both new opportunities and 
challenges. The “networked public sphere”, created as a result of this 
process, became a new (virtual) space where identities can be constructed, 
negotiated and contested (Castells, 2007), and an environment with 
enormous “proximizing potential” (Kopytowska, 2013). The aim of this 
presentation is to explore the interface of identity and ideology in scientific 
and technical texts in the media and demonstrate how the communicative 
(semiotic) potential of cyberspace affects the dynamics of this interaction. 
To this end, the authors will examine discursive strategies meant to involve 
and/or exclude communities of readers in the virtual world, i.e., the way 
pragmalinguistic choices affect non-expert participation in CMC, as a tool 
which allows interactivity and participation of its members on discussions 
regarding topics read by chance or intentionally researched. For this 
purpose this case study, which combines both qualitative and quantitative 
methods, will draw on a corpus of texts retrieved in January 2013 from 
online newspaper articles in science and technical domains retrieved from 
the New York Times, Washington Post, The Hindu, Daily Mail, The Guardian 
and Fox News.  
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Learners as ‘Cultural Travellers’: the Pedagogical Context of Identity 

Construction and Relocation 

Svetlana Kurteš  

The presentation discusses the educational context of the construction 
and representation of knowledge and identity, focusing in particular on its 
multimodal manifestations and taking, in particular, the UK higher 
education environment as an example. Drawing from the relevant 
literature in the field (e.g. Goffman, 1981; Kress & Van Leeuwen, 2001; 
Pauwels, 2005, etc.), it briefly discusses a possible instructional and 
assessment model that enables the students not only to develop expert 
knowledge and appropriate skills, but also to express themselves through 
a range of multimodal frameworks that are in harmony with their 
individuality, expressivity and learning style. Taking onboard Holiday’s 
(2014) concept of learners as ‘cultural travellers’, the model encourages 
the students to reflect on their own identity, explore it, define and 
(re)locate interculturally, enabling them to express themselves using a 
range of semiotic resources and multimodal frameworks. 

Keywords: identity; identity construction; multimodality; interculturality; 
teaching, learning and assessment. 

References: 

Goffman, E. (1981). Forms of Talk. Philadelphia: University of Philadelphia.  

Holliday, A. (2014). Using Existing Cultural Experience to Stamp Identity on English. 

http://adrianholliday.com/articles (accessed 15 June 2014). 

Kress, G., Van Leeuwen, T. (2001). Multimodal Discourse: the Modes and Media of 

Contemporary Communication. London: Arnold. 

Pauwels, L.  (2005). Websites as Visual and Multimodal Cultural Expressions: 

Opportunities and Issues of Online Hybrid Media Research. Media, Culture & Society. 

Vol. 27(4): 604-613. 
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Populism and the people in the Lula’s Political Discourse 

Adriana Lopes 

adrianaclopes14@gmail.com 

Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) 

Bruno Oliveira 

brunocouti@gmail.com 

Instituto de Estudos Sociais e Políticos (IESP) 

The speech of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, former President of Brazil and one 

of the founders of the Workers’ Party (PT), was treated by the corporate 

media and the Brazilian intellectuals during eight years of his Presidential 

term (from 2003 to 2010) as a "deviation" or an "expression of ignorance" 

that need to be discovered or corrected. Situated in an interdisciplinary 

field of studies that combines linguistic analysis to social analysis, we 

argue that these speeches are discourses, i.e. situated social practices 

ideologically shaped by relations of power. In his book Discourse and 

Social Change, Norman Fairclough emphasizes that discourse is a practice, 

not just representing the world but giving meaning to the world, thereby 

constituting perspectives of action in the world. So understanding social 

reality and identities is to understand the way in which such constructs are 

meant or rather how they are discursively produced. Our aim is to analyze 

the locus of Lula’s enunciation, that is to say, we seek to interpret how 

Lula is constituted by an utterance position located in certain discursive 

and institutional order which empower the subject to say certain things 

and forbids him/her to speak others. Through the analysis of a speech by 

the former President at the inauguration of a housing complex, located in 

the neighborhood called Complexo do Alemão, one of the poorest areas of 

the city of Rio de Janeiro, we will highlight how Lula’s identity breaks with 

a longstanding tradition of politicians that had in their image 

representation of political elites, whether agricultural, industrial or 

military. By using a specific rhetoric, Lula constructs (and is constituted by) 

a “populist” locus of enunciation. However, as showed by Ernesto Laclau 

mailto:adrianaclopes14@gmail.com
mailto:brunocouti@gmail.com
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in his book The Populist Reason, this logic is not understood in a pejorative 

sense, but rather as a specific way of doing politics. Lula builds for himself 

and for his interlocutor "the people", a specific discourse that breaks 

certain Eurocentric expectations about what would be the appropriate 

linguistic identity for politics in Brazil. 

 

Urban Views of Conservative Identity-The Case of Turkey 

Ahmet Koyuncu 

koyuncuahmet42@gmail.com 

Necmettin Erbakan University 

Even though it seems impossible to find an absolute/unchangeable 

definition for ‘conservatism’, it is a well-known fact that this concept 

provides a strong background, which is  based heavily on 

considerations tending to keep traditional values and norms for people 

when thinking and acting. In this respect, conservatism could be 

recognized as an identity constructed within the context of the routines of 

everyday life. Especially, behavior patterns shaped by the motivation of 

‘tradition’ and ‘keeping tradition alive’, and also ‘determining someone’s 

decisions’ represent the visibility of the conservative identity in social life. 

Besides nonphysical parts of social and individual life, conservatism makes 

itself available in some of the other areas such as art, architecture, 

science, types of consumption, etc. At this point, conservatism stimulates 

the phenomena belonging to the past by not only remembering and 

keeping them nostalgically, but also connecting the past with 

modern/global phenomena. In the light of this statement, it could be 

asserted that cities, which were constructed by the motivation of the 

synthesis mentioned above, demonstrate a historical continuity and 

original structure. In this study, as the first attempt, debates and the 

perceptions on conservatism as an identity in Turkish society will shortly 

be explored. After that, some cities in Turkey, which come into 

prominence with their conservative structure, will be examined by looking 

mailto:koyuncuahmet42@gmail.com
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at the socio-cultural life maintained in these areas. More specifically, it will 

be investigated that a) how and where, in these cities, conservative 

identity positions itself, b) what kind of a tradition is engaged in 

conservative identity, c) how could this identity cause a conflict in daily 

urban life, and d) how could this process re-produce the ‘discourse’ and 

‘behavioral practices’. In doing so, modernity and globalization -more 

specifically Turkish modernity- will always be considered as an influence 

point for conservative cities and life styles. 

 

Please, Take Your Shoes Off! Slovenian Rules of Changing to Slippers and 

the Question of Slovenian Clothing Culture 

Alenka Svab and Peter Stankovic 

alenka.svab@fdv.uni-lj.si 

Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana 

One of the most notable customs in Slovenia with respect to clothing is 

the expectation that on visits, visitors will take off their shoes and change 

to slippers provided by the host. This paper will explore how people in 

Slovenia practise this custom and how they understand it. The results of 

qualitative research show that the majority of Slovenians follow this 

custom as something “natural”, and that they justify it primarily in 

practical terms. These justifications point to the predominantly practical 

habitus (Bourdieu’s “taste of necessity”) in Slovenia, which could be 

explained by the Slovenian historical experience. Namely, Slovenia has 

been, until the beginning of the 20th century, divided (to a large degree) 

along ethnic and class lines, whereby the townsfolk were, for the most 

part, foreign (German or Germanized, Italian or Italianized, Hungarian or 

Hungarianized) and the peasants from the countryside were Slovenian. 

The Slovenian national identity that emerged in this period, therefore, 

inevitably acquired a character that was both recognizably rural and 

distinctively anti-urban. The anti-urban element is understandable if we 

take into consideration the fact that the identities are constructed in a 

mailto:alenka.svab@fdv.uni-lj.si
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relational manner, that is, in a way of distancing them from the symbolic 

Other. The connection between the national identity constructed in terms 

of typically rural signifiers and the practice of changing to slippers is that in 

Slovenia, the life in the countryside was defined by scarcity. This means 

that people here were (just as Bourdieu’s working class) forced to develop 

“tastes of necessity”. The evidence about the influence of the value of 

practicality on the habit of changing to slippers in Slovenia and its popular 

explanations certainly suggests that this is the case, but wouldn’t it be 

possible to assume that this habitus also influences the decisions about 

what to wear in general?  

 

Written on the Body: Colour and Female Identity in A. S. Byatt’s Fiction 

Alexandra Cheira 

alexandra.cheira@gmail.com 

ULICES 

In the realm of the wonder tale, there is a marked use of the colour white 

in association with women, Andersen’s “Snow Queen” and the Grimms’ 

“Snow White” being two of the most prominent examples. Evinced in the 

heroines’ own names, “white as snow” nevertheless has quite different 

meanings in these tales: white is “absolute in itself, with only the 

variations of mattness or gloss” which symbolically position the female 

protagonists on opposite sides of the spectrum. I argue that Byatt has 

reinterpreted the traditional wonder-tale association of these two 

figurative bounds of white with female representations situated at either 

of the extremes by assimilating opposite features in the same character. I 

will read the female protagonists in Possession, Morpho Eugenia and 

“Cold” to ascertain the way Byatt challenges - through her particular use 

of the colour white - the construction of polar female identities as the 

fragmentation of the female psyche into mutually exclusive components. 

Maud Bailey and Blanche Glover, Eugenia Alabaster and Fiammarosa, 

whose names are “a way of weaving the world together, by relating the 

mailto:alexandra.cheira@gmail.com
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creatures to other creatures and a kind of metamorphosis (…) out of a 

metaphor which is a figure of speech for carrying one idea into another” 

to indicate a particular figuration of white associated to each as it happens 

in traditional wonder tales, will however rise above that initial restraint as 

a detailed analysis of their progress throughout the stories – bearing in 

mind the many references to distinctive hues of white – will substantiate. 

Her heroines are neither Snow White nor Snow Queen: they are both a 

defense of an integrated vision of femininity that escapes the (patriarchal) 

need for polarity, in which identity is not a fixed given but a fluid work in 

progress. She refuses what Jack Zipes defines for wonder-tale films as “no 

character development because all characters must be recognizable as 

types that remain unchanged throughout the [story]” by creating heroines 

who are ever-constant in their changefulness in that they do not remain 

chained to a single definition of womanhood. 

 

Heroes and Villains - Representing and Transmitting Identities 

Alexandra Ferreira Martins 

alexandra.martins@gnosce.com  

ISCSP, UL  / CLEPUL, UL 

Identity is rooted in our soul and heart. It is not only who we are but who 

we believe we are and how we see ourselves. The transmission of our 

identity is a complex task that has to be dealt with care and expertise. 

Personally, we perceive ourselves as the heroes of our own story. The 

same is valid in a national and international level. Our identity is where we 

belong, is also our values, our History and our heroes. By being all 

elements close to the heart and emotions, these elements are real and 

powerful. Political Science studies power and power is always a relation 

between at least two parts. In this relation we can identify the figures of 

friends and foes, allies and enemies, of the ones that are with us and the 

ones against us. Our identity and the representation that is made of that 

same identity are two separate things as the transmission process 

mailto:alexandra.martins@gnosce.com
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encounters the barrier of different cultures, different meanings, history 

and political interests. The political communication in the struggle for 

power is one that makes uses of powerful symbolic elements to create a 

representation of identity, not only abroad but also on domestic ground. 

What is more powerful to create a unified identity than heroes, than 

mythological elements that can bind nations together? Heroes are a 

powerful identity tool, and one that we can proudly display in 

representation. The same logic applies to the other side of the coin; others 

are often seen and represented as the villain; and these representations 

have a memory of their own as their imprinting is a powerful one. In this 

paper I propose to analyze the use of heroes and villains in the 

construction of an identity and their representations, as well as to research 

about the ways that States and Nations use to modify their perceived 

identity. 

 

Asserting Women’s Identity: Ethnicity, Geography and Social Standing in 

Euripides’ Representation of Women 

Alexandra Neagu 

alexa.neagu@yahoo.fr 

Universitatea Bucurest 

Eminently an Athenian institution, Greek ancient theatre addressed fifth 

century B.C. social and political issues by resorting to mythical figures. 

More than a show, it stood for a way of reuniting Athenians around 

representations of the Greek society and of the confrontation between 

the social categories and ethnic groups that were brought face to face 

within the settings of a prolonged war. With the Peloponnesian conflict 

opposing the Athenians to other Greek cities, identity – be it ethnic or of 

gender – was continuously questioned. Both in tragedy and comedy, the 

individual underwent a series of transformations which forced him or her 

to continuously reaffirm and prove his or her identity. Analysing a series of 

Euripidian tragedies we note that as opposed to reality where only men 

mailto:alexa.neagu@yahoo.fr
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went to war, women were represented as the primary perpetrators of 

violence and murder, in a context of treachery and occult practices. Such 

is the case of Medea, the Barbarian princess who, upon Jason’s infidelity 

and her imminent marriage dissolution, decides to murder her own 

children in order to take revenge on her faulty husband. Her position is 

not unlike that of the Greek princess Iphigenia who finds herself alone in a 

barbarian land in Tauris and is forced to sacrifice her own people, i.e. the 

Greek captured in the barbarian lands, to the goddess Artemis. These two 

examples allow us to address the issues of self-agency and of the 

construction of individual identity. While in both cases a woman is 

considered to be vulnerable if she is living among strangers with no 

husband and no friends and thus she needs to resort to violence to 

reassert her identity, Euripides seems to rank these women on the basis of 

ethnic criteria. While Medea is a Barbarian who kills her own children, 

Iphigenia is a Greek princess with high-valued function and status that 

explain her killings. By cross-examining these examples with the historical 

context of the Peloponnesian war, this paper will try to re-evaluate the 

representation of gender identity in the ancient Greek theatrical speech in 

the light of the intersection of ethnic, geographic and social standing 

criteria. 

 

Embodiment, Identity Construction and Self-Representation Practices in 

Helena Almeida e Jorge Molder 

Anabela Pereira 

belacp@gmail.com 

ISCTE, UL  

The purpose of this communication is to study self-representation 

practices in two Portuguese artists – Helena Almeida and Jorge Molder, in 

order to explain how they create their professional and personal 

identities, through discursive identities of their works, in two 
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dimensions: singularity and recognition.  It explains how these 

identity construction processes are grounded in bodily 

condition/embodiment. It will resort to curricular analysis and an 

interpretative and discursive analysis involving visual and textual, of 

several materials from a qualitative point of view. This approach will allow 

the reconstruction of the visual and discursive sense of self-representation 

practices in both cases offering a multidimensional perspective on these 

narratives, in which the body emerges a personal project for new forms of 

representation and identity. 

 

Identities, Practices and Representations of the Immigrants from Eastern 

Europe in Portugal 

Anamarija Marinović 

milicalisboa145@gmail.com  

CLEPUL 

The purpose of this paper is to focus on the identities of the various ethnic 

groups, immigrants from Eastern Europe (the Russians, the Ukrainians, the 

Moldovans, the Byelorussians) in Portugal. Firstly, we will try to define 

what the concept of “Eastern Europe” is, because it is frequently 

understood as a very large amount of nations and cultures, sometimes 

including also the Balkans countries and the ex-Yugoslav republics. Despite 

many similarities from the linguistic, cultural, sociological or 

anthropological perspectives, we defend the idea that Eastern Europe and 

the Balkans are not the same, and that these two categories should not be 

treated in the same way. Secondly, we will study the reasons that 

conducted the Eastern-European immigrants to choose specifically 

Portugal for the continuation of their professional or academic life, as well 

as their profiles, age, gender in order to analyze their national, linguistic, 

religious and cultural identities , identity practices and  

representations here in Portugal. We will also approach the vision that this 

group of immigrants has about themselves, as well as the stereotypes 
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developed among the Portuguese community about them. Some of the 

stereotyped ideas concerning the Eastern Europe immigrants are very 

positive (hardworking people who study a lot and learn the Portuguese 

language very fast, communities that integrate in the Portuguese society 

after a few years), while other visions are not always so encouraging, 

being the Eastern Europeans frequently associated to prostitution, mafia, 

difficult and badly paid jobs, such as cleaning or civil works. This paper is 

supposed to have a merely theoretical part and a practical research work 

with the representatives of the Eastern European immigrants whom we 

deal with every week during the Orthodox religious ceremonies.  

 

Identity Construction by the Russian Speakers in the Baltic States 

Anastassia Zabrodskaja 

anastassia.zabrodskaja@gmail.com 

Tallinn University / University of Tartu 

The purpose of the present study is to analyze ethnic and linguistic 

affiliations and identity construction by Russian-speakers in the Baltic 

countries. Russians is a group that differs from typical immigrant 

communities as having been the dominant group which has lost its high 

status, but the situation differs from typical postcolonial settings in that 

Russian has not retained its powerful position, either. This is a rare 

combination that makes the process of identity construction very 

interesting. I will discuss the findings of qualitative studies carried out 

among Russian-speakers in the Baltic States. All informants were from the 

regions with different concentration of sociolinguistic communities and 

with the different socio-demographic backgrounds (age, education, social 

status, knowledge of the state language and residential area). 

Contributing to the research on ethnolinguistic identity, the present study 

takes a closer look at features of their emerging identities such as: 

variation depending on regional context; variation depending on level of 

the official language knowledge; language choices and attitudes; social 
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networks; cultural preferences; perceptions of residence; informants’ view 

of themselves and of other Russian-speakers in the rest of the country; 

and informants’ assumptions of what surrounding people think about 

them. The results show that Russian-speakers living in Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania do not form single unitary categories which have a uniform 

value system and attitudes. Instead, the Russian-speaking community in 

each country is quite diverse in respect to their beliefs and attitudes. 

Several different subgroups can be distinguished that differ from each 

other in a number of parameters. Linguistic environment and official 

language competence are very strong determinants of ethnolinguistic 

identity of Russian-speakers. Russian-speakers’ intergroup attitudes are 

dependent on their educational success. Intergroup discordance fosters 

traditional ethnic boundaries. Diaspora identity is gradually moving apart 

from the mainland Russian identity. In Estonia, the segregation of the 

Russian community is likely to continue. Latvian Russians have the highest 

vitality amongst the Russian-speaking communities in Baltic countries, 

which may lead to demands for higher status and more rights. For the 

Russian-speaking community of Lithuania, assimilation seems to be a 

satisfactory solution for both Russians and representatives of the titular 

nation.  

 

Identity and Rhetorical Ethos in American Political Drama Series 

Anna Bendrat 

annabulanda1@gmail.com 

Maria Curie-Skłodowska University 

The concept of identity has been a vital component of rhetorical studies 

since the time of the Greek Sophists, culminating in the contemporary 

theory of constitutive rhetoric by James Boyd White. One task for 

rhetorical analysts is to provide a more complete understanding of the 

identity formation process through discourse and personality of the 

speakers by exploring how they realize three basic modes of Aristotelian 
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persuasion, i.e. ethos, pathos and logos. The paper will focus on the first 

mode – rhetorical ethos – of two fictional political leaders: President Jed 

Bartlet from the 1999 TV series The West Wing and Francis Underwood 

from the 2013 Netflix highly acclaimed show House of Cards. The author 

will trace the development of the characters’ starkly different identities 

(good vs. evil politician) by examining the three components of Bartlet’s 

and Underwood’s ethos: judgment (pronesis), values (arete) and feelings 

(eunoia). The analysis of fictional politicians’ identities by means of 

rhetoric may contribute to a better understanding of a prevailing 

sentiment that we are living in the post-hope political world in which 

morally bankrupt and power-greedy statesmen such as Underwood 

emulate the qualities which metonymize today’s politics better than 

morally righteous Bartlet from a decade ago. A look at the  

Aristotelian canon may illuminate the persuasive advantages of the post-

hope political identity. 

 

Social Identities in Autobiographical Narratives of Language Teachers 

Aparecida de Jesus Ferreira 

aparecidadejesusferreira@gmail.com 

UEPG – State University of Ponta Grossa 

This research aims to reflect on autobiographical narratives about race 

experienced by language teachers. The research aims to understand how 

teachers experienced race identities in their lives and the research 

questions are: how did teachers first realize about their race identity? 

What did the teachers’ narratives reveal about race identity and the 

impact on their own identities? How were their personal experiences 

turned into actions in their language classrooms? The theoretical 

framework used to generate data were authors who research about 

narrative inquiry and working with reflections on the identity of language 

teachers (Clandinin & Connelly, 1998; Norton & Early, 2011; Pavlenko, 

2007). In addition, in order to reflect about identities of race I use the 
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theoretical framework that arises from Critical Race Theory (CRT) and this 

was the basis for the data analysis (Ladson-Billings, 1998, 1999; Ladson-

Billings & Tate, 1995). The methodology for data collection and data 

generation were autobiographical narratives from teachers. The narratives 

were collected during an MA course about Language Teacher Education 

and Applied Linguistics in Brazil. The data was gathered from 2011-2013 

and there were thirty-two narratives. The research showed the personal 

benefit to the teachers of reflecting about an issue that is very important 

and difficult to discuss in the Brazilian society. The narratives revealed 

that, in one way or another, the issue of race was present in the teachers’ 

lives, i.e. in schools, universities, their families, and also in their 

classrooms as teachers.  

 

Creolization: an Identity-building Process for Europe?  

Arijana Medvedec 

amedvedec@lisboa.ipiaget.org 

FLUL 

Post-colonial processes of nation building, as well as modern and post-

modern conceptions of identity and relation to the Other brought about, 

among other approaches, the theory of creolization. Born out of the very 

specific cultural context of the Caribbean, it has been discussed, on the 

one hand, as a possible tool for the study of cultural change and exchange 

on a larger, European, and/or even global, scale (D’haen, Goerlandt (eds), 

2009; Lionnet, Shih (eds), 2011). On the other hand, nissology has tried to 

define island studies in a more general and inclusive way as the study of 

“islands on their own terms” (Depraetere, McCall, 2008). This suggests “a 

process of empowerment, a reclaiming of island cultures, particularly for 

those people who have endured decades of colonialism” (Baldacchino, 

2008). Both approaches rely on literature, perceived as a cultural product 

capable of providing important identity features (Fletcher, 2011), imply 

relations of power between the centre and the periphery in the global 
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literary world (Casanova, 2004), and have come about as the products of 

globalization and the “topographic turn”. It is in this context that the 

concept of creolization will be applied to a novel coming from one of 

Europe’s “minor” literatures, namely The Eighth Commisioner/Osmi 

povjerenik (2003), written by the Croatian author Renato Baretić, in an 

attempt to test the concept’s adaptability and applicability to such a 

diverse cultural context as the Adriatic, or more broadly speaking, the 

Mediterranean. 

 

Interpretive Communities, Knowledge and Globalization: Re-presenting 

Masculinities 

Begonya Enguix 

benguix@uoc.edu 

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

This proposal aims to analyze the corporeal construction of 

masculinity(ies) through the exploration of different narratives on men's 

bodies. It aims to study the discursive codes and conventions by which 

masculinity is (bodily) conveyed. Using photographs as an elicitation 

technique (Collier, 2001) together with ethnographic interviews, this 

research has consisted in three different stages with a clear comparative 

scope. On the first stage, I used a gallery of 14 selected photographs - 

representations of masculine bodies - and worked with ten gay Spanish 

males. Their narratives stressed the importance of gender (masculine) and 

bodies (athletic) for the construction of the category "attractiveness", a 

category strongly globalized through media. Bodily characteristics turned 

rapidly into social expectations about the men depicted in the pictures 

(Enguix, 2012). On the second stage, the same gallery of photographs was 

commented by homo and heterosexual Argentinean and Spanish men and 

women. The results were different as the respondents’ narratives were 

less situated and less anchored to the respondents' subjectivities and 

experiences. On the third stage, recently finished, I worked with 

Equatoguinean informants adding ethnicity as an analytical category of 
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research. This proposal presents the overall results of the research and is 

focused on the interrogation of shared meanings and 'communities' in 

relation to the cultural representation of embodied gender identities 

(masculinities) and the paths they follow. The interpretations of our 

informants stress the existence of a significant divide between hegemonic 

and subordinate masculinities in embodied terms. The indexical elements 

used to perform masculinities in the different cultural contexts that I 

analyzed confirm that the interpretation of the pictures is generally stable 

and globalized within sexuality divides, that is, that the respondents' 

practices and experiences as sexual subjects provide a general frame for 

interpretation. Thus, the concept of "Interpretive Community" (Fish, 1980) 

appears as a good analytical tool for the cultural analysis of masculinities. 

In our research, data suggest that interpretive communities are based on 

sexuality, shared knowledge and lifestyle rather than on ethnicity.  

References:  

Collier, M. (2001). “Approaches to Analysis in Visual Anthropology”. In Handbook of 

Visual Analysis edited by T. van Leeuwen and Carey Jewitt, 35-60. London: Sage. 

Enguix, B. (2012). “Cultivando Cuerpos, Modelando Masculinidades”. Revista de 

Dialectología y Tradiciones Populares LXVII (1): 147-180. Doi: 10.3989/rdtp.2012.06. 

Fish, S. (1980). Is there a Text in this Class? The Authority of Interpretive Communities. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 

The Identity of the Geo Brand “Nazare’s Great Canyon” Mediated by 

Público and the Company Nazaré Qualifica: the Language of Evaluation 

Carminda Silvestre 

carminda@estg.ipleiria.pt 

Polytechnic Institute of Leiria / ILTEC 

Gorete Marques 

gorete.marques@ipleiria.pt  

Polytechnic Institute of Leiria / ILTEC 
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The process of building the brand ‘Giant Wave of Nazare’ has started, in 

more visible terms, since the feat undertaken by Garrett McNamara in 

November 2011, in the north canyon beach of Nazaré. We are going to 

present this process as a case study in its relation to the geo brand Nazaré. 

In this communication we will focus our attention on the way the 

information disseminated by Público and the information available in its 

electronic form by the company Nazaré Qualifica are mediated. From a 

qualitative approach, inscribed in the theoretical framework of Systemic 

Functional Linguistics we will study the attitude, as an analytical tool, 

exploring the three semantic fields of affect, judgment and appreciation 

(White, 2004; Peter and White, 2005) and cross the data in order to 

present both perspectives in the dissemination of the geo brand identity in 

its building process. 

 

Exploring Japanese Learners’ Perceptions of Global Citizenship and 

Identity 

Catherine Leblanc 

ms.catleblanc@gmail.com 

Kwansei Gakuin University 

With the continuing push to internationalize campuses across Japan and 

promote intercultural understanding in educational institutions, most 

Japanese learners of all levels have at one point or another encountered 

the concepts of ‘globalization’ and ‘global citizenship’. At the centre of the 

discussion of globalization is the role of foreign language education, 

particularly English as an international language. The complexity of the 

interacting tensions between culture and language, as well as between 

global and local cultural forces, invites the creative reshaping of self-

identity (Kumaravadivelu, 2008). Japanese learners of English are faced 

with societal and institutional pressure to ‘belong’ to a global community, 

compelling them to reevaluate their identity as a language learner and as 

a member of their imagined globalized community (Ryan, 2009). However, 
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little research has looked at how Japanese learners understand the 

concept of global citizenship and to what extent these interpretations are 

reflected in their own perceived self-identity. This paper proposes the 

need to further explore the individually and collectively constructed global 

identities of Japanese learners based on findings from a pilot study. 

Qualitative data were collected from 90 Japanese university students 

through open-ended surveys conducted in class. Questions addressed the 

learners’ perceived views of global citizenship and their own perceived 

self-identity. Grounded theory was used to analyze the data. Based on the 

findings, I suggest that future inquiries are necessary to better understand 

Japanese learners’ perceived global identity and its complex relationship 

to foreign language education. I also discuss pedagogical implications of 

perceived global identity for second language education programs and 

language policy. 

 

Competing Identities in the Print Media: (Dis)Remembering the Second 

Republic and the Civil War in Catalan Newspapers 

Chiara Tedaldi 

chiara.tedaldi@ucd.ie 

University College Dublin / Universidad de Zaragoza 

This paper centres on the Catalan print media to reflect on the extent to 

which key chapters of national history are deliberately reinterpreted to 

lend support to the articulation of competing identities in contemporary 

Spain. Specifically, it analyses how their coverage of topics that are 

connected to the question of historical memory has been affected by the 

increasing reliance on a so-called ‘Catalanist’ discourse that often ascribes 

a non-Spanish status (be it cultural, political or historical) to Catalonia. The 

investigation will focus on a broad selection of articles that were published 

by El Periódico de Catalunya, La Vanguardia, and Avui in 2006, to mark key 

national anniversaries, i.e. the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 

proclamation of the Second Republic and the seventieth anniversary of 
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the beginning of the Civil War respectively. It examines the items that 

feature in their suplementos (supplements) in conjunction with similar 

contributions, and draws attention to the tropes and ideologically 

polarised interpretations disseminated through them. My argument is 

that, in the year that preceded the introduction of the Law of Historical 

Memory, El Periódico de Catalunya and La Vanguardia elaborated a 

complex, though at times contradictory, discourse. Whereas national 

newspaper coverage primarily consisted of ‘pedagogic’ articles aimed at 

explaining the reasons behind the collapse of the Republic, both of these 

non-independentist diarios have sought to firmly implant Catalonia within 

Spain by combining aspects of Catalanism (such as the discourse that 

stresses Catalan specificity and otherness) with a description of Catalonia 

as the only region that managed to stay true to the democratic values that 

had inspired the Republic. This portrayal contrasts with that which has 

been painted by Avui. In positing Catalonia as a ‘nation’ that has never had 

and will never have anything to do with Spain, this Barcelona-based daily 

embarked upon the type of selective commemoration that fails to 

acknowledge the extent to which the República Catalana may be viewed 

as a microcosm of the situation that led to the demise of the Second 

Republic. 

 

Girls Are Not at Home: Exiled in Colony 

Chikako Sawada 

schikako@yamanashi.ac.jp 

University of Yamanashi 

The aim of this presentation is to consider issues concerning female 

construction of self through analyses of texts by Muriel Spark and Doris 

Lessing. These British women are two of the most important figures in 

contemporary literature and also artists who lived in foreign lands before 

the rapid globalization of the world. Around the time of World War II, they 

were artists in the making and growing into womanhood in Southern 

mailto:schikako@yamanashi.ac.jp


ABSTRACTS 

 

29 

Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). Here the focus is on their stories—both 

fictional and non-fictional—set in Africa. Spark was born to an English 

mother and a Scottish Jewish father, grew up in Presbyterian Edinburgh 

and later became a Catholic, lived in Africa, London, New York, Rome, and 

died in Tuscany. While she never seemed to doubt, wherever she was, her 

determination to be an artist or her identity as an artist, it was in Africa 

that she questioned her status as a woman—a British woman—most 

intensely. At the age of eighteen, she left home and jumped into marriage 

in Africa. The place provided no home for her. On the contrary, alone with 

her baby, she had to survive a disastrous marriage and construct her 

individual self inside the white community, that is, inside the highly 

gendered colonial discourse. Such an experience was shared by Lessing, 

who was born of British parents in Persia (now Iran) and then spent her 

girlhood in Africa. Living with her family, she was not “at home,” and 

wished to run away from this “home” ruled by her mother, who embodied 

the British Empire and its ideal woman. Being away from the British 

mainland and isolated in the fabricated home of Britishness in the colony, 

like Spark, Lessing was doubly exiled. The experiences of the women 

artists are reproduced in their writings, which not only provide insightful 

postcolonial studies, but also illuminate female survival and construction 

of self. In this presentation, their texts are closely examined focusing on 

the relationship between “home” and the making of a woman artist. 

 

Post-Rural Worlds: Rethinking Rurality in the Context of Contemporary 

Central European Village  

Dana Bittnerová  

dana.bittnerova@fhs.cuni.cz 

Charles University in Prague 

Hedvika Novotná  

hedvika.novotna@fhs.cuni.cz 

Charles University in Prague 

mailto:dana.bittnerova@fhs.cuni.cz
mailto:hedvika.novotna@fhs.cuni.cz


ABSTRACTS 

 

30 

Martin Hermanský  

martin.hermansky@fhs.cuni.cz 

Charles University in Prague 

Since anthropologists started to think of the (Central European) village as 

being endowed with a specific culture, they conceptualize it in terms of 

rurality. Drawing on the works of Redfield, Hann, Wolf, Mintz and Kandert, 

we ask the question whether this concept (according to any of these 

definitions) is still useful in understanding the social reality of Czech and 

Slovak villages after the processes of industrialization, modernization, 

urbanization, collectivization, transformation, and globalization took their 

places. How to conceptualize the contemporary village? And is a village 

such a distinctive formation that needs to be conceptualized? 

Distinguishing between rurality as a social fact and rurality as a discursive 

formation, comprising of expert, public and participatory discourses 

enables us to trace the influence of this concept in the lives of village 

inhabitants. Based on team ethnographic research in a Slovak-Hungarian 

village in Southern Slovakia since 2008, we argue that there are several 

modes of rurality manifested in Czech and Slovak villages. These are (1) 

rurality as an embodied practice, (2) constructed rurality and (3) rurality as 

a tool of de/legitimization. We argue that rurality, in any of these modes, 

creates specific space for the sharing and negotiating of relations and 

statuses, even though it is not the most important feature of their lives. 

This leads us to propose an alternative concept of post-rural worlds, 

stressing the importance of rurality in the individual life projects of village 

inhabitants.  

 

Modernism and National Identity: a Relation between the Aesthetic 

Propositions of Mário de Andrade and Almada Negreiros and a Specific 

Self-Consciousness of Modernity.  

Daniel Laks 

daniellaks@yahoo.com 

PUC-RJ – Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro 
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The aesthetic views proposed by Mário de Andrade and José de Almada 

Negreiros were, from the beginning, related to a highly critical image of 

the respective national situations. The proposition of utilizing art as a 

potentiating tool in the renovation of the national experience points to 

the idea that the possible cleavages and approximations between the 

Brazilian Modernism and the Portuguese Modernism, engendered by 

Mário de Andrade and Almada Negreiros, reveal the elaboration of a 

modernist speech, in both cases, which take into account there specific 

national situations. Within these modernist speeches, there is also the aim 

that the respective countrymen reconsider the basis of their own national 

identity. The objective of the present work is to discuss the aesthetic 

propositions of Modernism by Mário de Andrade and by Almada Negreiros 

as experiences of the self-consciousness of a particular modernity, of 

belonging to a period of temporal shift perceived as the parting with a 

past by the historical self-consciousness of a new present. Therefore, the 

discussion of aesthetic formulations such as the “Desvairismo” in Brazil or 

the “Sensationism” in Portugal, in a theoretical point of view, works as 

indicators of awareness, by the poets, of the specific social and cultural 

realities that ruled the modernist experience in both countries. Thus, the 

modernisms proposed by Mário de Andrade and Almada Negreiros will 

not be analyzed as peripheral modernisms in relation to a European 

centre, but as aesthetic experiences that are specific of the historical self-

consciousness of a particular modernity, founder, in both countries, of a 

national identity. 

 

Identification and Mobility: the Pass System in Colonial Mozambique 

Débora Quaresma 

deboraq@sapo.pt 

FCSH - UNL 

The need to restrict and control the labour mobility of the African native 

workforce during Portuguese colonialism in Mozambique led the colonial 
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State to legally conceptualize and institutionalize an unprecedented 

disciplinary apparatus, focused on identification practices from the very 

start of the XX century. This process was characterized by advances and 

retreats and has been materialized throughout its history by the colonial 

authorities’ imposition of passes, work certificates, metal plates, identity 

cards, and, finally, the “caderneta indígena” (natives’ identification 

booklet). In this paper we focus on the genesis of these identification 

practices, most particularly on the pass system. The “pass” represented 

not only a travel document, determining who within the African colonized 

population was eligible to move within and outside a territory, in a historic 

context of intense migrations of Mozambicans to the south African 

colonies, but it also worked as the first portable identity document ever to 

be imposed on the African population. The pass was therefore a state 

practice of documenting an individual identity, through which a certain 

formal identity was assigned, categorized and verified, not necessarily 

corresponding to (and frequently conflicting with) the collective identity or 

subjective identity of the individual. As Jane Caplan and John Torpey wrote 

in “Documenting Individual Identity” (Princeton University Press, 2001) 

“the relationship and tensions between identity and identification are 

closely interdependent (...) and the question ‘who is this person?’ leaches 

constantly into the question ‘what kind of person is this?’”. By specifically 

identifying each individual of the African population through the 

standardized categories of identification of the pass, such as race, 

fingerprinting, special anthropometric marks, these identification 

documents also enabled the colonizer to reinforce their differentiated and 

subjugated status within the colonial society. 

 

Change in Consumer Awareness: Comparison of Traditional Instruction 

with its Software Version for Recycling 

Deniz Canca 

dnzcnc@gmail.com 

BU - YTU 
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The process of development should aim progress together with high 

quality of life and well-kept environment. To achieve this, consumer 

awareness is crucial and basic environmental education is one of the main 

determinants for this awareness. This study aims to test effects of two 

learning designs according to change in knowledge and behaviour outputs. 

The research presents and compares traditional classroom instruction 

design with its software version for the environmental subject “recycling”, 

covering the same instructional content with the same order through an 

expository structure. The test group consists of primary school students. 

Achievement of designs is determined by evaluating students’ 

understanding and practice through knowledge and behaviour tests. The 

study also investigates pros and cons of designs by revealing the process 

components; time, applicability and limitations. 

 

Expat Homes: Identities and Home-Making Practices in the Case of 

European Expat Women in Istanbul 

Didem Kilickiran 

dkilickiran@khas.edu.tr 

Kadir Has University 

Although migration challenges the conventional meanings of place and 

home as both spaces of everyday experience and imaginary belonging, it 

often makes the desire for a sense of grounded, place-based attachment, 

of being ‘located’ and identified with somewhere, stronger. Even though 

this quintessential paradox of the experience of migration is pronounced in 

theoretical discussions on migration and identity, there has been little 

attempt to understand the materialization of this desire at the scale of the 

spaces of everyday experience. Scholars have been silent particularly on 

what happens behind the closed doors of the private sphere of domesticity 

– that is, the lived space of the home, and its role in the negotiation and 

representation of identities in a foreign context. Set against this 
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background, this paper aims to discuss the early results of an ongoing 

ethnographic research project which examines the home-making practices 

of expat European women in Istanbul in relation with the representation 

and renegotiation of identities. The paper focuses on in-depth interviews 

conducted with ten expat women from different European countries, and 

discusses the ways in which these women transform their domestic spaces 

into home-places – that is, render them as milieus where they can found 

some sense of attachment and belonging even if temporarily. The 

meanings these women attach to their new lives in Istanbul, their 

memories of their past homes, the habits and rituals that they carried from 

their original home-places and the ones they left behind are interpreted 

with reference to the ways they use their everyday domestic spaces and 

construct the boundaries of their private lives, and with reference to the 

material culture of their homes. The paper, as such, aims to unveil not only 

elements of collective identifications, but also continuities and ruptures in 

these women’s biographies and the patterns of new identifications they 

have developed in Istanbul, and to show the importance of everyday 

spaces of domesticity and home in the representation and renegotiation of 

expat identities. 

 

Studies on “Jocasta Segreta” (Secret Jocasta) 

Francesca Naldoni 

naldonifrancesca@gmail.com 

University La Sapienza di Roma 

The short film (09m 31s) represents the final stage in a triennial visual 

anthropology research whose focus has been an alternative approach on 

transsexuality within contemporary Italian culture. As the research was 

principally based on oral and audiovisual sources, I attempted through the 

use of photographic media to give life to a very personal recounting of 
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transsexuality. The audiovisual project is framed within the reflective 

texture of visual anthropology, with a monographic intent, and within the 

tellable spaces of a single life story. The protagonist in the short film, is an 

ex-transsexual Brazilian woman, author, amateur dramatics actress whose 

main interest for theatre productions is to re-visit characters form Greek 

tragedies. In this short film she takes the role of Jocasta, famous for her 

incestuous relationship with Edipo, in a re-reading of the myth from less 

known sources. She also switches into the role of Madame Tiresias (in 

Greek mythology a character with a double nature). Our Jocasta is a 

timeless female character, dealing with gender prejudices within a class-

conscious and sexist society, as ancient Greece, where rigid social roles 

were threatened by gender identity. Furthermore, “Jocasta Segreta” is a 

woman who holds a fault within, as she cannot procreate; the character 

moves through the idea of the “double” and inscribes itself in the subtle 

game of a Tiresias reborn within the oracular tradition of the candomblé. 

The photographic and filmic media becomes the language that represents 

an encounter. The choice of particular framings or postures within the film 

has the purpose of reflecting the presence of an eye that actively 

participates in the encounter. It shows the intention of retracing the 

suggestions offered by the “participant” visual anthropology stemming 

from the work of the great Jean Rouch. 

 

Construction of Social Identity and Spatial Transformation: Case of 

Tatavla/Kurtuluş in Istanbul 

Irem Erin and Mehmet Ocakci 

iremn.erin@gmail.com 

Dokuz Eylül University 

Standardization and homogenization as actions of globalization has 

triggered reproduction of locality and identity as reactions. In addition, 
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sub-identities come into prominence lately, because borders are 

disappearing and nation-state ideologies are collapsing as a result of 

globalization. For urban studies identity is an issue of problem since cities 

face a threat of losing their identity and becoming more alike. Considering 

identity loss in historical sites, locals of these sites and their sub-identities 

important, this study aims to find out the effects of identity building 

policies on urban space. The issue is handled in a large scope containing 

self-identity, social identity, urban identity and construction of identity. 

The study investigates the components of urban identity through theories 

of Ocakçı and Lynch; and construction of identity through theories of 

Castells. As well, it discusses the relationship of place and policies on 

construction of national identity via cases of Thessaloniki, Mostar and 

Kayseri. After evaluation of the theories and studies, implementation of 

the theories takes place studying the formation of and change in the 

identity of the district Kurtuluş in Istanbul. The reason for choice of the 

case is that first it had a strong identity before and has lost its identity 

gradually; secondly it has a cosmopolitan structure and has been exposed 

to national policies; and lastly it is a site that has not been studied 

comprehensively before. The methods used in revealing the identity in 

Kurtuluş and monitoring the change in it are comparison of former and 

current maps, photos, evaluation of old texts, experiences, observations 

and interviews held with people, who have lived in Kurtuluş in the years 

1960s and 1970s. Results demonstrated that the major reason for loss of 

urban identity in Kurtuluş is due to the policies on construction of national 

identity.  
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My Sufi Body: Sufism, Sufi Women and Religious Embodied Experiences: 

the Ritual of Hadra. Symbolic Meaning, Cultural, Somatic and Sensorial 

Aspects of Sufi Embodied Practice.  

Jamila Rodrigues 

nhadanza@gmail.com 

University of Roehampton 

This article challenges an often-generalised idea about all Muslim women 

experiencing issues concerning the body and Islam as repressive or 

misogynistic, or judging them as ‘voiceless bodies’ in which patriarchal 

Islamic society and tradition they live (Shaikh, 2010). It explores and 

analyses constructions of selfhood through religious embodiment amongst 

the female members of the Sufi Naqshbandi community in Cape Town, 

South Africa. It looks into understanding how Sufi women’s religious 

experiences are articulated through body movement in the context of the 

Islamic Sufi practice named hadra. Hadra, or ritual gathering, is an act of 

worship in Sufi tradition where devotees take part by reciting a particular 

Sufi type of prayer called dhikr. This prayer is composed of repetitive 

melodic words that evoke God’s love, the Prophet Muhammad, as well as 

the quest of the Sufis for God’s presence. To examine these topics, the 

article will draw from a dance and a dance anthropological thinking, and 

defines my position about the value and meaning of culture in relation to 

its influence in human movement, religious tradition and embodied 

practices. I suggest that dance, or body movement, in the context of Sufi 

tradition and its practice can be looked at as symbolic acts of embodied 

cultural forms. Sufi female members can make use of their bodies in time 

and space, through ritual, which culturally shapes the way women express 

their human action and interaction within Sufi religious practice. Despite of 

the apparent ambiguous discourses about dance in Sufism and its practice, 

I sustain that dance still offers an important spiritual support to the Sufi, 
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for not to be found in mostly all Sufi traditional practices, and regarded as 

an important part of Sufi embodied religious practice (Burckhardt, 1976). 

This article wants to reinforce the idea that Sufi ritual dance can become a 

way of embodied religious practice, thus, it draws from anthropological 

ideas that such forms are means to represent cultural values. Thus, it will 

follow some theoretical frameworks on dance, the body and movement 

studies (Sklar, 2000; Novack, 2001; David, 2013) and Islamic feminism 

(Shaikh 2012) as a way to analyse self-representations amongst Sufi 

women and their body experience in hadra. Data from ethnographic 

fieldwork amongst the Naqshbandi Tariqa in Cape Town, South Africa, and 

Lefke, Cyprus, will open up new discussions on issues of body and 

movement, Sufism and gender, analysing if such body experiences are 

consciously selected and performed by the Naqshbandi women in Cape 

Town. 

 

Genred Discourse as Social Practice: Collective and Individual Identities 

in Academic Literary Criticism 

Julia Ludewig 

jludewi1@binghamton.edu 

Binghamton, State University of New York 

Academia is a well-researched domain of social life where group practices 

define professional borders, legitimize members, and generate identities. 

Academic genres, in particular, are potent forms of language in which 

identity making and marking crystallize into discourse. Yet, despite a vast 

body of general research, we know little about the ‘mechanics’ of 

discourses below the level of individual disciplines, a level that could be 

termed disciplinary micro-spaces. In a semiotically-informed case study of 

the ‘New Critics,’ a group of 20th century Anglo-American literary critics, I 

seek to find out how academics use genred texts to create and negotiate 

collective as well as individual identities. Embedding my findings within 
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the institutional and socio-cultural background of the time, I present a 

qualitative, diachronic reading of five prominent New Critics. Based on a 

small corpus of articles published in academic journals over the course of 

three decades, I trace how this writing practice tells a story of the rise, 

internal differentiation, and phasing out of a group identity. I conclude 

that the New Critics can be considered a micro-community who shared a 

genred writing practice with recurring discursive features like preferred 

topics, methods, writings styles, jargon, and ideologies. With ‘the 

academic literary critic,’ they developed a new type of persona, and 

successfully disseminated their writing practice throughout the field. 

However, I also follow fault lines within the genred discourse and trace 

how certain members altered the shared practice to change or even reject 

this collective identity as the movement progressed in time. Taking the 

New Critics as an example of an academic community of practice, I 

investigate how intra-disciplinary interest groups harness genred language 

to build, navigate and overhaul collective and personal identities. I thereby 

shine a light on the community-creating, but also community-questioning 

power of discursive practices. My analysis asks how critical fashions and 

the pursuit for social identification are inscribed into the discourse of 

intellectual movements. Ultimately, I want to understand how institutions 

work, how intellectual groups evolve, and how discursively created 

identities mold this process. 

 

Transformation, Translation and Transposition of Cultural Identities: 

Shakespeare in Nineteenth-Century Western Music 
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This paper is to examine two nineteenth-century ‘musical translations’ of 

William Shakespeare’s tragedies: Hector Berlioz’s Roméo et Juliette (1839) 

and Giuseppe Verdi’s Otello (1886). Considering that the sources for both 

these plays were Italian, the intercultural dialogue of Shakespeare’s works 

did not begin with their subsequent adaptations and translations. This 

essay, however, shall focus on exploring the cross-cultural and intermedial 

journey of the Early Modern English texts to the nineteenth-century 

French and Italian librettos and musical scores. Berlioz’s first encounter 

with Romeo and Juliet was in 1827, when he attended a performance of 

David Garrick’s revised eighteenth-century version in Paris. According to 

his Memoirs, back then he ‘did not know a word of English; I could only 

glimpse Shakespeare darkly through the mists of Letourneur’s translation; 

the splendour of the poetry which gives a whole new glowing dimension 

to his glorious works was lost on me’ (2002, 73). It is on this version that 

Émile Deschamps based the French-language libretto for Berlioz’s ‘semi-

opera’, as termed by Daniel Albright, since the composer deemed 

Garrick’s denouement superior to the ‘less striking end that Shakespeare 

wrote’ (67). Verdi, on the other hand, had to be cajoled out of retirement 

over the course of a decade in order to write his opera. Arrigo Boito’s 

Italian-language libretto is quite faithful to the original, albeit verbally 

condensed, and Shakespeare’s Othello is ‘about the power of words, the 

ambiguity and mutability of words, the misuse of words, even words 

unsaid’ (Kurtzman 2008, 69). Whereas in Berlioz’s musical re-envisioning 

of Romeo and Juliet there is greater emphasis on emotional states rather 

than the plot, Verdi ‘generates musical analogues to Shakespeare’s use of 

language’ and ‘musical semiotic signs through which Iago’s venom invades 

Othello and the other characters’ (Kurtzman, 72). Language and the arts 

are integral to the cultural identity of a nation. By analysing the 

interlingual and intersemiotic translations of the Renaissance plays into 

their musical descendants from the age of national awakening, the paper 

is to show that this intercultural dialogue both strengthened the cultural 

identities of the respective nations and foreshadowed the strive for a 

united Europe and a shared cultural identity that has been the ideal since 

the second part of the twentieth century. 
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The Importance of Ancestry for Being “a True Czech” 

Klára Plecitá 

klara.plecita@soc.cas.cz  

Institute of Sociology AS CR 

After expulsion of Germans (in 1945-46) after WWII and closure of the 

Czechoslovak borders by communists in the mid of 50s Czechs became an 

ethno-culturally homogenous nation where the majority of people had 

their ancestors born in the country. Within Czechoslovakian contacts with 

members of other nations were limited mainly to Slovaks. Other groups of 

foreign nationals legally residing in the country were Soviet soldiers and 

their families coming after military intervention of Warsaw pact armies in 

1968 and Vietnamese coming on the basis of an inter-governmental 

Czechoslovak-Vietnamese agreement after 1973. In 1989, the Czech 

borders were opened again. Travelling, communication, and contacts with 

other cultures have been increasing and the number of legal immigrants in 

the Czech Republic reaches 4% of total population. Using the data from 

EVS 2008 we show how important is the ancestry for national identity in 

European countries including the Czech Republic. And by analysing the 

Czech ISSP 2013 data we explore how much Czechs think they have in 

common with the biggest immigrant groups in the country - Slovaks, 

Poles, Germans, Ukrainians, Russians, and Vietnamese (including their 

second generation called “banana children”). We also examine effects of 

sex, age cohort, educational level, Christian denomination, size of 

settlement, foreign born parents, and attitudes towards immigration from 

poor EU and non-EU countries on the importance of the Czech ancestry. 

 

Liquid Love, Facebook and Friendship: a Case Study 

Konstantinos Gogalis 

kgogal@gmail.com 

University of Peloponnese 

mailto:klara.plecita@soc.cas.cz
mailto:kgogal@gmail.com


ABSTRACTS 

 

42 

According to Bauman’s Liquid Love (2003), the advance of virtual 

proximity makes human connections frequent and shallower and 

simultaneously intense and shorter. It makes us wonder if “friendship” on 

social networks is for “the good, the pleasant or useful” (Aristotle, 

Nicomachean Ethics, Book VIII). The aim of this study was to investigate 

three different types of relationships between young Internet users 

(exclusive Facebook friend, recently added Facebook friend and exclusive 

face-to-face friend) in regard to social attraction, self-disclosure, 

predictability, trust, gender, length of relationship, self-esteem and 

sociability. A questionnaire was distributed to 158 students with active 

account on Facebook in a private school of Athens. Interviews and analysis 

of the results shows that the largest number of friends in real life reflects 

with a larger number of friends on Facebook. There is moderate negative 

correlation between self-esteem and hours spent on Facebook and 

moderate positive correlation between sociality and the number of friends 

on Facebook. The values of friendship (social attraction, self-disclosure, 

predictability and trust) in the "environment" of Facebook were always 

more intense than in that outside Facebook. The boys have higher levels 

of self-esteem and sociability, but the differences are more pronounced in 

the former than in the latter. Teenagers use social networks to meet their 

needs using technology as an ally. We must understand these practices on 

their own terms, avoiding the wishes or expectations of adults. The 

technology is fully integrated into the routines of their daily lives 

(Livingstone, 2008: 395), thereby reshaping the environment in which they 

live, and negotiate their identities and interact mostly with peers who 

knows (boyd, 2014: 9-10) the search for self and identity formation 

associated with sociability and friendship as a key expression. A social 

network like Facebook is the frame of reference.  
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A Case Study: Russian Immigrants and Tourists’ Perceptions of Self- 

Identity across Time and Space 

Laila El-Mahgary and Ianina Kruglikova 

laila.a.el-mahgary@utu.fi 

Turku University 

The paper aims to examine the perceptions and identities of Russian 

minority groups in Great Britain and Egypt starting from the modern to 

the post-modern experiences. By applying a multi-sited ethnographic 

framework, this paper will allow a thorough study of the concept of 

identity in two distinctive and world-apart sites. Historical, and 

anthropological, and musicological multi-disciplinary perspectives are to 

add new knowledge on the discourse of Russian minority groups and 

British and Egyptian hosts and their experiences with ’Self’, ’identity’, and 

the ’national’. The empirical material in this research consists of narratives 

(archival documents and interviews). Russian migrants in Great Britain and 

Egypt preserved their language, traditions, and lifestyles, which made 

their groups homogeneous and diverse. However, there were highly 

interesting differences with the level of Russian integration and 

assimilation in these two case studies. Our research will aim to illustrate 

on the changing notions of identity in both Diaspora (Great Britain) and 

liminality (Egypt). Liminality and tourism have had more negative effects 

on host communities in the Egyptian tourist settings during the last 

decades, whereas, the Russian minority group in Great Britain had greater 

positive influences on the British society by bringing culture (literature, 

philosophy, ballet) in the first decades of the twentieth century AD. By 

adding also a popular music approach in this study, it will be possible to 

explore through the different live music performances in the Egyptian 

tourist settings the impact of liminality on the Russians’ identity and their 

integration in the Egyptian culture.  
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Discursive Markers in Resistance Identities – The Case of Basque Cultural 

Resistance 

Larraitz Ariznabarreta 

lariznabarreta@mondragon.edu 

Mondragon Unibertsitatea 

The paper revisits the concepts of resistance and project identity construal 

(Castells, 1967) through the analysis of the discourse of three synecdochic 

Basque nationalist culture practitioners. The researcher posits that that 

social and discourse practices constitute fertile ground for the study of 

groupal systems of representation and that ideologies are encoded at all 

levels in structural properties of discourse. In the light of that 

consideration, an ideological discourse analysis (Van Dijk, 1995) is 

proposed by scrutinizing into the different discursive structures and 

recourses which contribute to self-group/outgroup schemata and 

ideological semantics. The analysis considers the shared framework that 

allows three Basque nationalist culture referents to be recognized as 

members of a common group and the extent to which their discourse 

constituents disclose a shared identity and ideology. The discursive 

elements analyzed include syntactic, morphological, lexical and pragmatic 

markers. The uses of emphasis, polarization, lexicalization, rhetorical 

devices, local meanings, coherence, implications and tropes are examined 

in order to critically reflect on the analysis. The paper underlines the fact 

that these recourses and strategies are purportedly brought into the 

discursive play to propose an alternative and resistant voice as regards the 

legitimizing logic of centralized Spanish power.  
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Exploring Early Childhood Teacher Identities: Artful Reflections of our 

Many Selves 

Leanne Lavina 

leanne.lavina@mq.edu.au 

Macquarie University 

This ongoing PhD project explores how identity is understood and 

experienced by a group of Australian early childhood teachers. As 

teachers, we live in increasingly ambiguous educational landscapes 

(Clandinin & Connelly, 1995), often with complex role definitions and 

shifting understandings of ‘self-as-teacher’ (Black, 2002). Acknowledging 

the social construction of our professional and personal identities is 

significant as it provides a means for making sense of our experiences and 

our lives (van Manen, 1990). Pausing for this critical reflection may be 

particularly important for educators working with the youngest children in 

group settings as societal messages may conflict with individuals’ 

professional perceptions of self. Adopting an arts-informed approach, this 

research provides teachers with artful ways of experiencing, seeing and 

voicing identities through photography, drawing, narrative and an artifact-

inspired installation. Through aesthetic ‘storied’ representations of self 

(Elbaz, 1991), teachers are presented with layered lenses for exploring the 

meanings of experiences that influence the formation of professional 

identities. In this sense, visual methods can be seen as a catalyst for 

revealing intangible ‘knowings’ of self (Yardley, 2008). This re-storying 

presents understandings as process and product, creating opportunities 

for transforming professional practice (Black, 2011). Participation in the 

research itself offers opportunities for both clarifying and contesting 

multiple identities experienced by those willing to enter these as-yet 

unexplored spaces.  
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This paper examines the roles and rituals practiced by Malaysian Iyer 

women. The Malaysian Iyers are a small community of Tamil Brahmins 

who live and work mainly in the Klang Valley. As an Indian diasporic 

community, who moved to Malaysia from the early 1900s, they have 

slowly been shifting from Tamil to English and Malay (Sankar, 2004). They 

are upwardly mobile and place great emphasis on education but at the 

same time value their traditions and culture. Data was derived from 

interactions between women and men from the Malaysian Iyer 

community (a sub-sect of the Malaysian Indian community) together with 

personal observations made during visits to their homes, weddings and 

prayer sessions. This data was studied to obtain insights into cultural 

elements that ruled their discourse. The theoretical framework adopted 

for this study was Hymes’ Ethnography of Communication. Qualitative 

research techniques were employed to analyze the dynamics of language 

use among the subjects, so that the process of language use and the 

maintenance of cultural norms can be better understood. This type of 
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information was obtained through interviews, personal observations and 

audio-taped conversations of authentic situations. The findings show that 

for this diasporic community that was slowly losing its language, ethnic 

identity was found in their cultural practices. Women were seen as 

keepers of tradition and customs that are important to the community. 

They followed certain cultural and traditional practices in their homes, 

practiced vegetarianism while cooking and serving food in their homes, 

followed taboos regarding food preparation, maintained patriarchal 

practices, especially in religious practices and lived in extended families 

which usually included a paternal grandparents. Malaysian Iyer women 

are seen to continue with the traditional roles given to women of the 

community.   

 

Discursive Constructions of the Family as a Gendered Social Space: 

Conflicting Values and Identities 

Maria Krebber 
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The analysis of the discursive construction of the family, the roles of family 

members, and their relations to each other gives an important insight into 

a fundamental and often strongly gendered structure of the Portuguese 

society. Between 2011 and 2013 I interviewed 40 Portuguese women 

about possible privileged gender relations in the family. In this article I 

propose an analysis of those answers that reject these privileged relations. 

Making use of the analytical instruments provided by Systemic Functional 

Grammar, and in particular of the transitivity system, it will be shown that 

there are different levels and moments of characterization of relationships 

that do not necessarily construct the same kind of meaning. I will argue 

that the resultant contradictions in the answers are the result of processes 

of negotiation of different identities and/or that of different discourses 

and ideologies circulating simultaneously in the Portuguese society. While 
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on the more immediate levels of the construction of meaning ‘progressive’ 

approaches orientated towards equality of bonding possibilities can be 

frequently found, on other less conscious levels one can encounter more 

traces of ‘traditional’ ideologies constructing gender congruent forms of 

bonding as normal, normative and desirable. 

 

Illusion and Injury: an Approach to Contemporary Portuguese Identity 
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In 2007 on a paper presented at the World Conference of the 

International American Studies Association held in Lisbon at FLUL, I made 

my first tentative approach to the complex cultural problems and 

contradictions raised by the phenomenon of known today as 

“globalization”. I named that text “Is the New Babel Cracking? 

Globalization, Multiculturalism and Utopia.” As the title suggests, I 

questioned at that time the issue of whether the obvious benefits 

engendered by the global dissemination of new technologies and 

democratic practices were to be taken for granted or not, especially in the 

aftermath of the terrorist attacks of “9/11”, in key areas directly 

concerning mankind’s cultural and educational coming of age. As a matter 

of fact, recent developments of this unstoppable process in the second 

decade of the 21st century show the cultural and economic rifts between 

regions have been recently aggravated.  

My paper consists of a reassessment of the huge achievement and tragic 

failures made by the contemporary cultural and economic processes, 

triggered and supported by the globalization of the digital technologies. 

The critical attention is now redirected to and focused on the collective 

and individual identities, having in mind the issue of the loss of identity, 

the heavy alienating illusions brought along with it, having Portugal and its 

recent history as case-study. Albeit the undeniable material, cultural and 
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scientific advancements which took place in Portuguese society over the 

past quarter-century (roughly when the country joined the E.U.), the 

smashing of quality levels by quantity goals in education and culture are 

also noticeable, felt and experienced in the daily life of the country. 

Inevitable regressions and injuries are now obvious, in some key areas of 

Portuguese society, to the external observer acquainted with the basic 

identity features of the country since the Renaissance. My approach to the 

contradictions of present day Portuguese identity is based on an 

interdisciplinary and eclectic theoretical approach, from the traditional 

literary and linguistic studies to the emergent digital humanities.  

 

Identity and the Feeling of Emptiness. Its Expression through Art 
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The feeling of emptiness is approached by different authors of the 

scientific community. Psychologists, psychoanalysts and psychiatrists have 

stressed the importance of this topic as something common to a lot of 

people and interacts with their everyday lives, relationships with others, 

and identity. To go deeper in the understanding of this subject, we 

present a case study of a man that was treated in Art Psychotherapy. This 

is a person who daily sees his identity being shaken by a deep feeling of 

emptiness and meaninglessness in his life. Elements and drawings that 

represent this feeling are presented and framed with his environment and 

life story. With data collected over four years knowledge about this feeling 

was deepened and brought new reflections about the implications of 

emptiness on the processes of identity.  
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Performing the Self: Art as the Language of Change 

Matias Corbett 
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Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina 

This research analyzes art as a discursive practice capable of generating 

possibilities of self-agency. It discusses art as an intricate and fractal dance 

composed of intersubjective relationships. The main objective of this 

research is to discuss how art can become a tool to engage in significant 

and effective modes of information exchange, as well as a mechanism for 

creative and divergent communication between people. The specific 

objectives of this research are: highlight the importance of the 

performance of art for certain people, how such performances are not only 

a means of expression, but also of self-change and social placement; 

highlight certain underlying insurgent and divergent characteristics some 

artistic expressions have in relation to certain orders of discourse; and, 

finally, to understand how art becomes a language certain communities 

and individuals develop in opposition to certain oppressive and daunting 

realities, how art functions as a counter-narrative within certain orders of 

discourse. This research plays with certain concepts and ideas, as Norman 

Fairclough’s interpretation of Discursive Practices and Orders of Discourse, 

Hakim Bey’s Temporary Autonomous Zone (TAZ), Henry David Thoreau’s 

understandings of Civil Disobedience, and Leo Tolstoy’s thoughts on 

Insubmission. The methodology of this research consists in interpreting 

certain artistic practices and manifestations as counter-narratives of 

change by using these theoretical parameters mentioned above. This is 

done in order to discuss the manners in which art can be understood as a 

discursive practice of social placement. For many people art is perhaps the 

only resource they have in their everyday struggles and conflicts. In these 

instances art becomes something more than just entertainment or 

aesthetics. It transforms itself into a technique-technology which enables 
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people to engage in meaningful exchanges, relationships, experiences, and 

modes of communication. This research attempts to better understand the 

significance and importance of art for these individuals, and communities, 

and in so doing it is also committed to show how these artistic 

manifestations are changing not only the lives of specific individuals, but 

also entire communities.  

 

Otherization as the Construction Process of Identity: the Status of other 

on the Identity Crisis of Youth - the Case of Turkey 
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Multidimensional and original structure of identity, which prompts 

researchers to maintain interdisciplinary studies, have made this concept 

one of the most complicated and problematic issues in social sciences 

literature. Even though it is identified as features, characteristics, and 

indications regarding 'human as a social being' and it is based on some 

components such as common language, culture, geography and history; 

identity is a special historical condition of the contact with the ‘other’. 

From this point of view, as an existential fact unique to communities, 

identity develops with an interaction in which objective and subjective 

factors become effective over time and it also creates distinctiveness 

related to an interaction process regarding continuity of the ‘being’. At 

this point, it is understandable that ‘otherization’ becomes one of the 

methods that helps to construct identity. For a comparison, experiences 

regarding ourselves are always unstraightforward. However, our 

experiences towards ‘others’ are always immediate. We always need a 

mirror to see our ‘selves’ as much as we need it to see our own faces. Such 

a reflection includes realization and awareness. That is why our 

relationships with the other represent our relationships with ourselves, 

too. In Turkish society, looking at the ‘other’ brings some reflexes on the 
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process of creating identities mentioned above. Especially, either receiving 

someone’s existence completely or ignoring him slightly in communication 

process demonstrate radical biases of identity. In relation to this 

statement, current study focuses on young people, who are the dynamic 

groups of society, and tries to discover their attitudes towards ideas, 

ideologies, or beliefs in terms of identity crisis. As the main discussion 

point, it is assumed that psychological otherization process among young 

people tends to become social otherization among the members of 

society. In other words, identical exclusion, which is very normal personal 

reflection initially, could bring social exclusion processes in socio-political 

life. In order to explore this assumption, a qualitative research that 

samples young people in Konya city (in Turkey) will be conducted. 

Unstructured one-by-one interviews will be applied to young people in 

order to get in-depth information regarding the issue. 

 

Dictatorial Ethos in Presidential Inaugural Addresses from the Estado 

Novo 

Micaela Maria Assis de Aguiar 

maguiar60@gmail.com 

Universidade do Minho / CEHUM 

The following paper is part of a PhD dissertation project, entitled "Images 

in presidential inaugural addresses", which will attempt to analyze the 

linguistic and discursive mechanisms used to build up a particular image(s) 

or ethos (Amossy, 1999, 2010; Maingueneau, 1999) and map the overall 

organization of the presidential inaugural addresses, as a specific and 

distinctive discursive genre. This dissertation is also part of a larger 

project, entitled “The president’s speech: one hundred years of 

presidential addresses”, whose main researcher is Professor Aldina 

Marques from the University of Minho. Our research will focus on 

presidential inaugural addresses from the authoritarian regime period, 

known as Estado Novo (1933-1974). The Estado Novo, or Second Republic, 
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was one of the longest-surviving dictatorships in Western Europe, lasting 

over a period of 41 years, making it a study object of undeniable 

sociocultural weight and scientific interest. Based on the concept of ethos 

or image of self, as proposed by the theoretical framework of Linguistic 

Discourse Analysis, the goal of this study is to identify and analyze the 

linguistic and discursive mechanisms involved in building up a dictatorial 

ethos, considering the specific context of the Portuguese Republic. To this 

end, we will not only consider the particular political and ideological 

characteristics of this regime, but also the socio-historical events that 

marked this period, from the Portuguese Colonial War to the political 

opposition. Therefore, we will scan presidential inaugural addresses, 

dated from the Second Republic, seeking evidence of any efforts to 

promote and preserve an authoritarian and fascist ideology, through 

crowd control and freedom repression. 
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The Influence of Serbian as a Language of Instruction on the Ethnic 

Identity of the Highly Educated Roma 

Milena Kostić 

milenakostic09@gmail.com 

University Library Svetozar Markovic 

This paper deals with the use of language of instruction and its influence 

on ethnic identity of the Roma minority in Serbia. We examine how 

Serbian has influenced Romani ethnic identity on the premise that the 
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highly educated Roma’s language of instruction must have been Serbian 

as L2 and not their mother tongue. Moreover, by reaching that level of 

education they are supposed to have overcome all the potential obstacles 

imposed upon them by the total immersion programmes and 

consequently must be proficient in Serbian. The theoretical framework is 

based on the conclusions by the authors (Filipović, 2009, 2011, 2012, 

Skutnabb-Kangas, 1999, 2008, 2009) who emphasize the importance of 

mother tongue as a language of instruction for successful cognitive 

development and academic achievement. These authors have also 

pointed out the importance of including the language of the majority as 

minority’s L2 into the education system because it enables successful 

integration into the majority group, resulting in the development of a 

multicultural and multilingual society and plurilingual individuals. The 

research methods used in this paper are qualitative. The starting point in 

the definition of the methodological techniques used is the paper by De 

Jong (2010). By testing Romani ethnic identity, Roma orientation towards 

Serbian community, language and education context and the level of 

Serbian and Romani we found out that the highly educated Roma have 

developed subtractive bilingualism and neglected Romani because Serbian 

was the only language of instruction. However, Serbian as the language of 

instruction helped them fit into the majority group and develop an 

excellent relationship with the members of this group. Therefore they 

have either a mixed or assimilation ethnic identity. The conclusions of the 

research once again validate the proposition that it is necessary to include 

both the mother tongues of minorities and the language of the majority 

into the formal education system in order to enable personal growth of all 

individuals which is highly dependent on the development of their 

identities which are in turn influenced by the cognitive development and 

academic achievement. Only then will the global aims of a modern society 

be achieved.  
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Fighting with and against the time: Identity politics and the queering of 

time as Resistance 

Mona Lilja and Mikael Baaz  

mona.lilja@gu.se 

Göteborgs universitet  

This paper aims to add to the discussion on “civil society”, resistance and 

environmental politics by departing from the concept of identity in 

relation to time and different temporalities. In essence, the paper 

suggests two things. Firstly, when theorizing civil society, we argue that 

we should depart from the idea that the present is not a singular, fleeting 

moment. Instead the present embrace identity politics, which build upon 

affective relations to other times and peoples situated in them. By this, we 

will show how the ”doing” of various civil societies are performed in 

relation to people of the past as well as the future—late or unborn bodies 

of the past and the future, respectively, contributes to create the present 

in an alternative way. 

Secondly, we will display how civil society actors are carrying out various 

forms of resistance against the global warming by suggesting multiple 

identity constructions involving multiple temporalities, which are 

operating simultaneously. Reviewing interviews with local representatives 

of the environmental movement in Japan, the promotion of another 

temporality prevails as a form of resistance or as a means to resist, in 

order to negotiating current discourses and future prospects. To further 

understand this embracing of time, the paper is inspired by affective 

theory and takes temporality in queer studies as starting point to display 

different strategies of resistance. Overall, the paper highlights the 

importance of adding time to the analysis of identities and civil society 

actors. 
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Forced Identities of Young People: Impersonated, Shared or Tagged 

without Permission. Breaches of Self-presentation and Impression 

Management on SNS in “Net Children Go Mobile” and “EU Kids Online 

III” Projects  

Monica Barbovschi 

moni.barbovski@gmail.com 

Anca Velicu 

Social network sites (SNS) play an important role in the daily lives of 

adolescents (boyd, 2007), as they assist youngsters in developing their 

identity and intimacy – two core developmental tasks during adolescence. 

SNS can also contribute to developing adolescents’ identities through 

eliciting peer feedback on the self (Valkenburg & Peter, 2011). However, 

children’s unpleasant experiences with misuse of their personal 

information online are among the rapidly increasing online risks, as 

reported by children 9 to 16 in the qualitative data collection conducted in 

the Net Children Go Mobile (2012-2014, 7 countries: Belgium, Denmark, 

Italy, Ireland, Portugal, Romania, and United Kingdom) and EU Kids Online 

III (2012-2014, 9 countries: Belgium, Czech Republic, Greece, Italy, Malta, 

Portugal, Romania, Spain, and United Kingdom) projects. Among these 

situations, dealing with hacked accounts or fake accounts impersonating 

them (with the impersonator sending rude messages on their behalf with 

the intent of damaging their reputation), or dealing with pictures or videos 

of themselves posted or tagged without their permission pose serious 

challenges to young people’s need for creating and maintaining their 

online identity in the context of their peer relationships. Drawing from rich 

data collected through interviews and focus groups, this presentation will 

pay attention to cases where the ‘forced identity’ becomes problematic 

(and conversely, when it does not, for example when the young people 

perceive them as jokes between friends) and how these differ according 

to age, gender and cultural variations. Moreover, these subtypes of 
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problematic situations related to privacy issue and personal data misuse 

were strategically chosen to illustrate children’s coping responses to 

increasingly complex situations that pose challenges for self-presentation 

and impression management online, as key components of creating and 

maintaining identity.  
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In a Permanent Transition: Towards New Theory of Representation  

Monika Glosowitz 

monika_glosowitz@o2.pl 

University of Silesia 

We have been living in times of advanced metamorphoses. The challenges 

that face us are fast-changing and they require a considerable amount of 

thought to the permanent high-tech development. Different forces 

interplay in the process of the structural transformation of the subject, 

which becomes a kaleidoscope, a fusion of experiences, memories, 

dreams, and possibilities immersed in various subsystems arranged into 

power-relations interacting today: technological, religious, political, class, 

gender, and age-based. Furthermore, the intensified brutality of inner and 

outer hierarchies has brought them to the point of implosion. Hence the 

vision of the subject has changed, through the “permanent processes of 

transition, hybridization and nomadization” (Braidotti, 2002: 2), from 

a stable unity of being to a dynamic and changing entity. The proliferation 

of multiple identities is followed by the proliferation of discourses about 

those identities (and it is not only a quantitative multiplication, but rather 
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qualitative; Braidotti, 2006: 94). The established mode of representation 

has become a historical condition, submitted to theoretical discussion. 

Theoretical debates deeply rooted in poststructuralism have shown that 

representation does not give Others the possibility of expression (Spivak, 

1988). More specifically, psychoanalysis claims that representation is only 

the ectypal product of acquiring the subjectivity; moreover, it is 

a phallogocentric system, where there is no place for any other subject. 

Further hierarchies (such as subject-object, nature-culture, etc.) are linked 

to this “patriarchal, Oedipal familial narratives” (ibidem: 57; see also 

Irigaray, 1985). Thus, I believe that the feminist theories will stand as 

a renovation, redefinition and reappraisal of the web of interrelations 

between subjects and representations in the light of techno-

transformation. Therefore, my attempt is to interconnect the 

metamorphoses of subjectivity with the progress of representational 

thought, drawing on the different fields of reflections concerned with the 

changing self: feminist theories, studies of science and technology, 

linguistics, postcolonial and social sciences. Through its title, this paper 

establishes the inter-connections between theory, science, and art 

practice. The ubiquitous notion of representation will be examined on the 

ground of bio-art works, and various exemplifications will become not 

only illustrations of presented ideas, but also dynamic mappings of vivid 

metamorphoses.  

 

Representations of Basque-American Identity in the 21st-Century 

Monika Madinabeitia 

mmadinabeitia@mondragon.edu 

Mondragon University 

Basques, as many other Europeans, had to emigrate to different spots of 

the American continent throughout centuries. The chronological 

exploration suggested in this presentation focuses on the representations 

of Basque-American identity in the American West of the United States. As 

will be disclosed, there is not just one way of being Basque. Similarly, 

mailto:mmadinabeitia@mondragon.edu


ABSTRACTS 

 

59 

there is not just one way of being Basque-American. This analysis will 

highlight some of the different options to be Basque and to be both 

Basque and American. It will likewise unveil the choice not to be or feel 

Basque at all. Ingroup and outgroup perspectives, as well as collective and 

individual identity options will be taken into account. In this case we will 

explore how Basque-American identity is represented through literature, 

new technology, dancing and music. Basque language, that is, Euskara, will 

also be contemplated in the debate of the construction of Basque identity 

and diaspora identity. This analysis aims to raise debates such as whether 

there are core and periphery identities or whether homeland identity and 

emigrant/diaspora identity play a specific role in the construction and 

definition of Basque identity. Another area to discuss about is whether 

there is truly a definition of Basque identity at all. 
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Identity of Passions: Wole Soyinka and the African Worldview 

Rosa Figueiredo 

rrrfigueiredo@sapo.pt  

Instituto Politécnico da Guarda 

This paper intends to frame the reading of twentieth-century texts within 

and against histories of African knowledge that condition the discursive 

parameters of modern knowledge. The movement between African and 

European contexts reveals how Africa and its identities have been crucially 

informed by the impact of knowledge and interests from outside the 

mailto:rrrfigueiredo@sapo.pt


ABSTRACTS 

 

60 

continent. The reading of literary texts alongside and against theoretical, 

political and ethnographic writings is intended to emphasize, not the 

formal or stylistic interchangeability of genres, but the necessity of 

approaching literary texts as a nexus for the re-articulation of – culturally 

and socially-mediated – ideological material. Ralph Ellison once said that 

“it is not culture which binds the peoples who are of partially African 

origin now scattered throughout the world, but an identity of passions”. 

With repetitive urgency, Wole Soyinka, the Nigerian poet and playwright 

and Nobel laureate, never ceases to emphasize the cultural particularity o 

his dramaturgy: its source in the “African worldview”. Through Soyinka’s 

work I would like to investigate the dominant preoccupation with the 

refashioning of the cultural self in the drama of English-speaking peoples 

of African origin cross-culturally and cross-continentally. 

 

Inequality of Opportunity in Global Education Processes: the Case of 

International Students 

Ruhi Can Alkin 

rcalkin@konya.edu.tr 

Necmettin Erbakan University 

Although some of the narratives such as ‘borderless World’, ‘unlimited 

communication’, ‘equality of opportunities in many areas of the social and 

individual life’, etc. encourage social scientists to ‘glorify’ the globalization 

process, there is a considerable amount of examples that could let us re-

consider the validity of these ideals regarding the global World. Education, 

for example, is one of the areas/processes that is shown as the most 

accurate evidence for global mobility among countries. For the 

representatives of this discourse, people who would like to maintain their 

(especially graduate and postgraduate) education in a different country 

can easily accomplish their goal by benefitting from some of the 

‘opportunities’ of the global world, which are offered to ‘everybody’. 

However, getting involved in this ‘everybody’- in other words, enjoying the 
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opportunities mentioned above- is not as easy as illustrated in flow speak. 

For example, there are huge differences between tuition fees paid by 

international students and students who have official citizenship of a 

hosting country. Similarly, international students coming from the 

countries which are categorized as ‘unsecure’ are getting involved in 

police registration processes and provided the identities to be always 

carried in their pocket. Hence, international students have still difficulty in 

maintaining their daily lives such as renting flats in a foreign country, etc. 

These three simple examples (and the others related to them) that may 

show the current situation for international students encouraged me to 

re-consider the ongoing importance of official citizenship as an identity. 

Even in the area of education and academia, which are illustrated as one 

of the most global atmospheres in the World, demonstrates such 

inequalities and holds the importance of national identity. In my 

presentation, I am going to provide more examples experienced in 

universities and the area of education in the global World and will discuss 

the possibility of equality on opportunities for non-citizens people of the 

‘Global countries’. 

 

Living with Stigma: Mental Illness and the ‘Spoiled Identity’ 

Ruth White 

ruthwhit@usc.edu 

University of Southern California 

As a social worker and social work professor who has lived with bipolar 

disorder, the experience of stigma is mediated by the positionality of 

mental health professional. However, stigma still permeates the psyche 

and the decisions made re: being 'out' with mental illness. Goffman’s 

notion of the ‘spoiled identity’ will be explored using the experience of the 

presenter who lives with bipolar disorder. The objectives are: 1. to explore 

the lived life of stigmatization due to mental illness and how it affects 

identity and health behaviors; 2. to recommend strategies for the 
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elimination of stigma. The method is the narrative describing the 

presenter's life with mental illness and the impact of stigma on her work, 

family, friendships and love. Despite the professional success and 

supportive interpersonal relationships, stigma still has a negative impact 

on the health and social behaviour of someone living with mental illness. 

Eliminating the stigma associated with mental illness will have a positive 

impact on mental health through the improvement of social relationships 

and the increased willingness of people with mental illness to follow 

protocols for improving their mental health. 

 

“What some people think makes us strange or weird […] we think is 

what makes us beautiful”: Exploring Representations of Identity and 

Body Modification Practices on suicidegirls.com 

Sarah Peat 

r05sp11@abdn.ac.uk  

The University of Aberdeen 

Suicidegirls.com is an “alt-porn” website that began as a form of new 

feminism, attempting to challenge public perception of sexuality and pin-

ups through body modification practices. The website highlights the use of 

feminist rhetoric to challenge traditional expressions of femininity, but 

arguably reinforces the beauty myth (Wolf, 1991). Feminist research on 

body modification practices highlight the relationship between women’s 

bodies and socially-constructed ideals of female beauty (Pitts-Taylor, 

2003; Shilling, 2003). Body modification is viewed as another body 

practice, which further subjugates women in society, however, the Suicide 

Girls discuss their own reasons for being tattooed, and how this furthers 

their identity not only as a Suicide Girl, but as a woman (Pitts-Taylor, 2003; 

DeMello, 2000). This female identity has stigma based on gender 

inequalities of tattooed skin, because of the persistent idea that tattooed 

women are more sexually promiscuous (Mifflin, 2013; Gueguen, 2013; 

Braunberger, 2000). As a result, tattooed women often face overt 
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discrimination based on the ideology that sexuality can be displayed on 

the skin through body art, by simply having body art. The Suicide Girls 

support the idea that tattooed skin brings a heightened fetishism to 

female sexuality, which is encouraged through the images they create for 

their audience. Are the Suicide Girls offering a new form of empowerment 

for women, through taking their bodies back, using practices of body 

modification, or are they benefitting from the fetishism of tattooed 

femininity? Firstly, drawing upon content analysis of the suicidegirls.com 

pseudo-documentaries I will explore the representation of the women and 

their body modifications, and how they feel about themselves. How are 

the girls displaying themselves in the films? What are they trying to show 

to the audience? How significant are the body modifications? To what 

extent, do they feel they embody new feminist ideals? In this paper I will 

explore the conflict between their narratives, practices and what they 

represent for other women.  

 

Language and National Identity 

Silvia Frota 

svfrota@gmail.com 

University of Lisbon / ILTEC 

The relation between language and national identity is not new. It was 

strengthened in Europe during the 19th century and seems to be still in 

evidence. But when the end of nationalisms is announced, what can 

happen? With globalization and the new scenarios that have been built 

upon it is language still essential in national identity construction? The aim 

of this paper is to rebuild/expose the relation between language and 

national identity, established through discursive resources, implicitly or 

not, starting from the analysis of some opinion news stories published in 

Portuguese newspapers about a spelling agreement signed by Portugal and 

some of the country-members of CPLP (Community of Portuguese 
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Language Countries). The theoretical and methodological framework 

adopted will be the one of Critical Discourse analysis, especially the one of 

Systemic Functional Linguistics.  

 

Transgressive Identities: Passing and the Fluidity of Racial Lines 

Teresa Botelho 

tbotelho@mail.telepac.pt 

Nova University Lisbon 

Critical studies on racial and ethnic identities have long recognized that, 

although these categorical ascriptions frequently function as synecdoche 

that construct a referential sameness which abstracts individuality and 

turn the scopic information carried by the body into an imagined readable 

cultural signifier, the processes that ground these operations are 

immensely flexible, performative and context-dependent, so that, as 

Judith Butler points out, identity is not something one is but something 

one does. Contemporary American literature has been exploring these 

identity borderlands through a renewed interest in the African-American 

tradition of narratives of passing, now reinvested in the exploration of 

flexible and emotional identity affiliations of choice, which disrupt both 

the rigid paradigms that underlie the “communities of fate” and the 

linkage between racial signifiers and their traditionally assumed social 

meanings. This paper will discuss the novel Caucasia, by Danzy Senna 

(1998), and the play Yellow Face, by David Henry Hwang (2007), which 

explore, from different perspectives, the identity puzzle open by the 

realization that race as a concept has no foundation and is a societal, 

historicized construct; examining the protocols of passing in both texts 

which invert the logic of the traditional trope and make Blackness and 

Asianness the desired identities. The paper analyzes how the two texts 

organize their foundational questions, namely whether the racial liminality 

of a body allows one to emotionally inhabit both Blackness and 

mailto:tbotelho@mail.telepac.pt


ABSTRACTS 

 

65 

Whiteness, and whether a racial identification of choice, grounded on 

desire and behaviour, is available to a passer. 

 

Identities of Leftover Women in Contemporary Urban China 

Ting Su 

surendasu@gmail.com  

University of Lisbon 

Many researchers have focused on the question of social identities of 

women and our research aims to address this issue, discussing one of the 

most popular topics in China nowadays - “Sheng (Leftover) Nv (Women)” 

by studying the Chinese documentary – "剩 女 们 的 爱情 独角戏 Love 

Monologue of Leftover Women". In 2007, the Women's Federation 

defined the single women over the age of 27 years as "剩 女" (in 

Mandarin: "Sheng Nv", in English: "leftover women"). "剩 女" (" Sheng 

Nv") are two Chinese characters with a strong meaning, and in the same 

year, the Ministry of Education of China added this expression to its 

official lexicon. Marrying at the certain age is a traditional Chinese value of 

life, constituting an obligation of what the young people should do in 

adulthood. However, since the reform and opening up of politics and 

economy in the last thirty years in China, people began to rethink the 

values, cultural traits and social organizations, meanwhile, the view on 

“Sheng Nv, leftover women" has also undergone transformations. In 2008, 

the public TV station in Shanghai began to discuss the topic of Chinese 

leftover women through the "Love Monologue of Leftover Women" which 

addresses the issue of the existence of "Sheng Nv" in China. Our purpose 

in this research aims to demonstrate the performance as constituting act 

of identity and discuss the relevant questions about the identity of urban 

women in post-modern China. Moreover, in this research we will consider 

how the main characters represent their identities in a historical and social 

context and how they reflect a multiplicity of lifestyles and choices in a 

fluid context.  
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The Role of Identity in Relation to Organizational and Individual 

Variables in Safety Behaviour 

Victor Meirinhos, Nik Chmiel and Roy Spina 

v.meirinhos@chi.ac.uk 

University of Chichester 

How do Heavy Good Vehicle (HGV) drivers identify themselves with their 

transport companies? How are those identities related to safety 

behaviours on the road? These are virtually unexplored questions in the 

safety and organizational literature. In fact, even though recent studies 

have investigated the effect of safety climate in lone workers (e.g. truck 

drivers; Huang et al., 2013; Zohar et al., 2014) to our knowledge, the role 

of organizational identity and identification in safety behaviour, violations 

and cognitive errors is yet to be explored. The purpose of the present 

study is to examine the role of organizational identification (Ashforth et 

al., 2008) within the integrative model of workplace safety proposed by 

Christian et al. (2009) and test whether it acts as a potential mediator of 

safety motivation, safety knowledge (Christian et al., 2009) and 

engagement (Demerouti, 2001) and therefore likely to play a determinant 

role in safety behaviour. This approach will enable the exploration of both 

individual and organizational processes behind safety behaviour of 

professional lorry drivers. It is expected that the contribution of the 

factors related to organizational identification (as a distal antecedent to 

safety performance and behaviour) and engagement (as a proximal 

antecedent to safety behaviour, violations and cognitive errors) to the 

model proposed by Christian et al. (2009) will clarify the impact of 

individual and organizational factors in employee’s behaviour. The model 

concerns violations, so a second aim will be to incorporate other safety 

behaviour already shown to be relevant to driver’s safety, cognitive errors. 

The present research is largely field-based within a specific company 

which presents a particularly high incidence rate of accidents involving 

company HGVs in the UK. Far from being an isolated problem involving 

this particular company, it seems to be transversal across several other 
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continental companies operating in the UK. Therefore, the company, 

which is one of the leading companies in the international European 

transport sector, constitutes a particularly adequate context to explore 

the issue exposed. 

 

“I Am Not My Bodies”: Transgender Identity and Embodiment in Nina 

Arsenault’s The Silicone Diaries  

Zaren Healey White 

zaren@mun.ca 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Canadian transgender writer, performer, and artist Nina Arsenault has 

documented and explored her dramatic gender transition and extensive 

cosmetic surgery through her autobiographical one-woman play The 

Silicone Diaries, various writings, and self-portraiture. Her performance of 

gender is not restricted to formal theatre productions, but is a continually-

enacted and evolving persona and body of work. Rather than denying and 

suppressing her biologically male origins, and her complex gender and 

sexual subjectivities, Arsenault recuperates the maligned position of 

“fake” – part of the history of the marginalization of trans people – as 

fodder for her art practice. My paper will employ feminist, queer, and 

transgender studies theories, particularly around gender performance and 

the creation of a transgender identity, to explore Nina Arsenault, both as a 

self-fashioned, hyper-feminized woman and as an art practitioner. As a 

trans woman who has exceeded simply “passing” as biologically female, 

and has, instead, transformed her physical appearance to an exaggerated 

femininity, Arsenault demonstrates how powerfully cosmetic surgery 

impacts gender transition. Her body is literally her canvas. Although 

Arsenault has undergone over sixty cosmetic surgeries and procedures, 

costing over $200,000, she made the decision to retain her fully 

functioning penis. I will ask: 1) In what ways do Arsenault’s life writing and 

self-portraiture contribute to transgender identities? 2) How does 
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Arsenault imagine the relationship between the physical body and the 

performance of gender? 3) What is the potential of theorizing through the 

flesh, as emphasized in Arsenault’s documentation of the embodied 

nature of her surgical transition? 4) And how does Arsenault participate in 

the “aestheticization of the female form” (“Manifesto” 65) through her 

pursuit of a hyperfeminine ideal of beauty while simultaneously  

subverting essentialist or naturalized notions of what it means to be a 

woman?  
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This paper will analyze the narratives of subjectification in Deirdre 

Madden’s latest novel Time Present and Time Past taking as its point of 

departure Ricoeur’s theories of narrative identity. Time Present and Time 

Past tells the story of a family whose everyday lives and memories are 

intertwined with a search for meaning of life, love and the self on various 

and random family photographs found accidentally by different family 

members. The quest for discovering the truth on the snapshots becomes a 

quest for finding the rub of the narrative identity and in doing so Madden 

manages to juxtapose the still-life nature of photographs with the 

temporal dynamics of a story. As such, the still-life storytelling becomes 

enframed in Time Present and Time Past. Following the idea that narrative 
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identity is a way of gaining self-knowledge, we will see how fictional 

identity of the characters is constructed in the novel and what implications 

it has on our contemporary understanding of the work published by the 

generation of Irish women writers born in the 1960s. 
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